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STATUTES 



REQDLATION AND IKSPEOTION OF BUILDINGS, 
THE MORE EFFECTUAL PREVENTION OF 
FIRE, AND THE BETTER PRESERVA- 
TION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY, 
IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 



The followiaK buildings and workB thall be exempt is 
from the operntloiM of this act: — '■ 

Bridget, qusji, wharves. 

BuitdingB belonging to, or occapied by, the govemmeDtt 
of the United States and the Commonwealth of Haieachu- 
aetta. 



The city council of the ciity of Boston shall, within Bui 
sixty days after the paaaage of this act, establish and de- '"^^ 
fine the limits within which all buildings thereafter erected iri 
shall conform to the provisions of this act; and said city '^ 
council may, from time to time, by ordinance, extend and 
define the said limits as they may deem proper, dnelegal 
notice being given thereof. 

(By an ordinance passed Dec. 81, 1881, entitled 
" An ordinance to amend an ordinance in relation to the 
regulation and inepecUon of buildings," the following 
limits were established and defined: — 

Beginning atthe intersection of the centre line of Dover 
and Albany streets, thence mnning eastwardiy through 



). the centre of Dover ttreet to the Harbor Commissionen* 
line; Uience around the northerly portion of the "Citf 
Proper," bjr the iiud H&rbor Commigai oners' line to % 
point on Charles river at the intersection of aaid line with 
a boundary line between Brookiine and Boston; thence 
along aaid boundary line to a point opposite the centre of 
Longwood avenne ; eastwardly to the centre of Bumstead 
lane ; thence through the centre of Butnstead lane to the 
centre of Ward street; thence through the centre of 
Ward street to the centre of Parker street ; thence through 
the centra of Parker street to Rogglea atreeti Uienee 
through the centre of Buggies street eastwardlj to the 
centre of Washington street; thence through the centre 
of Washington street to a point opposite the centre of 
Palmer street; thence throngh the centre of Palmer and 
Eustis streets to the centre of Hampden street; and 
thence tlirough the centre of Hampden and Albanj streets 
to the point of beginning. 

The said district being shown bj a shaded red tine on a 
plan made b; the Cit/ Surveyor, dated June 28, IS81, 
and deposited in the office of the City Surveyor. 



With the exceptions hereinbefore or hereinafter men- 
cBt tinned, this act shall apply to all buildings hereafter 
erected within the building limita of the city of Boston, 
and to all tenement or lodging honBce, and all baildtngi 
built of brick, stone, or other non-combustible inal«rial, 
outside of the said limits, but within the city of Boston, 
^ii™" Any work of alteration or addition made or done for 
t w>, iny purpose in, to, or upon any building, except that of 
necessary repairs, not affecting the construction of the 
external or parly-walls, chimneys, or stairways of a build- 
ing, shall, to the entent of such work of alteration or ad- 
dition, be subject to the regulations of tiiis act. 
Unn not No building already erected or hereafter to be built in 
sjHii la said city shall be raised or bnilt upon in such manner ttiat 
iiiDiuDf were such building wholly built or constructed after the 
C'S;!,! passage of this act it would be In violation of any of the 
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proTiilona of (Ms act. And before 11117 building built of '^ 
■tone, brick, or iron, or any wooden building with or 
without B brick A-oot, io an; part of said city, ghall be 
enlarged, raised, altered, or built upon, the eame shall be 
first examined bj the siud inspector, to ascertain if the build- 
ing or buildingt, or either of them, are in a good mid safe 
condition to be enlarged, rused, altered, or built upon; 
and no snch building as aforesaid ahall be enlarged, rusedi 
altered, or built upon until after soch examination and de~ 
ciaion; and the decision of said inspector under snch ex- 
ftinination shall be final and conclusive in the premises, 
except as hereinafter provided, and shall be made without 
delaj. 



Erery bailding slioald be bailt of brick, stone, iron, or to be buut of 
other hard and incombustible material, and with founda- "^ijli^i^ 
tions resting upon the solid ground, not less than four inauiiii). 
feet below the surface exposed to frost, or upon concrete '^'' "■'*'■ 
piles, or other solid substmcture. 

Every wall constracted of brick, stoue, or other similar wiUitobe 
substance, shall be properly bonded and soliilly built with """^ '"'"■ 
mortar or cement. 

The thiekneaa of every wall, as hereinafter determined, 
■hall be the minimum thickness as applied to solid walls. 

In the erection of an; building in said city, within the is8:.is,si3,S4 
building liraits, so called, established by the city conncil, 
if the material of which the external wall is composed is 
other than brick or stone, the thickness and method of 
construction shall be such as the inspector of buildings 
shall determine. 

The height of every external or party wall, as referred to BaifMat 
in this act, or in the act of which this act is an amendment, ^^^^ 
or in any act in amendment thereof, shall be measured ftom^dnmlk. 
from the level of the sidewalk to its highest point. iwi,c.s7l.sa 

In all calculations for the strength of materials to be used c^wituom 
in any building, the proportion between tiie safe weight mu«i^i/ 
•and the breaking weight shall be aa one to three, for all iw.«-8iiiSft 
beams, girders, and other pieces subjected to a cross 
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a. itrotn, mud an one to aix, for all pasta, columns, and other 
vertical liipporta, and for all tie-rods, tie-beams, and 
other pieces subjected to a tensile strain ; and the requi- 
site dimenaioiis of eacb piece of material are to be ascer- 
tained by computation by tbe rules given by the beet 
anthorities, using for constants in the rules only such 
numbers a» bave been deduced from experiments on 
materials of like kind with that proposed to be used. 



VTMdnBd. Ifo wooden or frame building shall hereafter be built 
^""■'.j^ within the aaid building limits of the city of Boston, ex- 
cept as hereinafter provided, and no wooden addition Bball 
be mode to any building within aaid limits which shall ex- 
ceed fifteen fbet in height fh>m the ground to the highest 
part thereof, or which aha!l exceed five hundred saperfi- 
cial feet In ares ; and not more than one wooden addition 
shall be allowed to be built to any building wltUn the sMd 
building limits- 
No wooden building shall be moved from any lot outside 
of the said limits to any lot within tbe said limits. 
BbBdiRiiiioi. It ahall be lawful to erect wooden or frame sheds, for 
■se n»j b« storage or other purposes, upon wharves within the build- 
vhuTEL ing limits of the city of Boston, upon the following con- 
ditions, namely : Every sach shed shall not exceed 
twenty-a even feet in height f^omthe level of the wharf to 
the peak or highest point thereof. It ahall be located and 
constructed in euch a manner as the inspector of buildings 
may direct, and the roof and other external parts thereof 
shall be covered with non-combnetible material, to be ap- 
proved by e^d inspector. 
citr cooncD The city council of Boston may anthorize the erection, 
'W"'*'^" within the building limits, of elevators for grain or coal 
•iihln Umlu. to a height greater than twenty-aeven feet, and of sheds 
b^^' uei ^"^ "** "'^''"B^ of lumber and for mechanical purposes. 
The inspector of buildings may grant the privilege of 
erecting temporary aheds at building aites for the use of 
builders. 
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The city council of the city of Boiton m«y antlioriie citjommc 
Uie erection of frame or wooden buildings for maikat pnr- u,, ,i„aio 
poaea within the building limits of said city, upon the fol- '"Bin 
lowing condition! : (b&t such buildings shall not exceed lo^, .i^iii 
twenty-seven feet in height, that all external parts thereof "^^ 
ehftll be cOTered with iron or other non-conibusdble mate- 
rial, and that the material used and the mode of erection 
shall be approved by the inspector of buildings of said city. 

The city council of the city of Boston shall have con- E,'*^^ 
trol and direction of the building of wooden buildings waodcntu 
outside of said limits, hut within said city, and may ^'P""'''' 
authorize snch baildings upon such terms and conditions mi, e.!« 
as they may deem expedient. * '■ 

It shall, however, be lawful for the owner, or other J'^"'™ 
party interested, to make any necessary repairs upon any be rjiiiw 
wooden or frame building already built, provided that the ^'f '■ ^ 
height of said building shall not be increased. 

It shall also be lawful to substitute for a pitch roof, a *]" "^ 
fiat roof covered with metal or other non-combustible rurpucb. 
material. 

No building now erected, or hereafter to be erected, 
shall be altered, raised, roofed, enlarged, or otherwise 
built upon, in any manner contrary to the terms of this 



In the construction of this act, if not inconsistent with "■ 
the context, the following terms shall have the respective ig 
meanings hereinafter assigned to th(.m : - — '^ 

" EsTBBNAi. WAix ' shall apply to every outer wall or ^ 
vertical enclosure of a building other than a part; wall, 

" PiHiy witL " shall apply to every wall used, or built, ^ 
«s a separation of any building from any other building, 
with the view to the same being occupied by diSerent 
persons. 

" FoDNDATiON' WAIL " shall be understood to mean that *■' 
portion of external walls below the level of the street 
curb, and for walls not on any street, that portion of the 
wall below the level of the ground outside of the wall. 
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>i>- "Fabtitiom wau." shall be uadentood to mean aoy 
interior wall of masonry In a bnildlag. 

clnde cTeiy houie, building, or portion thereof which ia 
rented, leaded, let, or bired out to be occupied, or is occu- 
pied, ■■ the home or residence of more than three familifta 
liTing independently of one another, and doing tbeir cook- 
ing upon the premises, or bj more than two families npoa 
a floor, 10 liring and cooking, but having a common right 
in the halls, stairways, yards, water-closets, or priries, or 
some of them. 

A '.'lodotko HocgE" shall be taken to mean and in- 
clude an; house or building, or porUon thereof. In which 
persons are lodged for hire for a single night or for lese 
than a week at one time. 

A " CELLAR " shall be taken to mean and include erery 
basement or lower story of any building or house, of which 
one-half or more of the height from the floor to the ceil- 
ing is below the lerel of the street e^joiiiing.' 



Where piles are driven for a foundation they shall be 
I of suitable stock, and driven to a firm and solid bearing 
upon " hard-pan," — to be ascertained by boring. 

The tops of the piles shall be cnt 09" on a level below 
°' the natural level of the water, a* it stands in the gronnd 
during the summer months. 

It shall be the duty of the inspector of baildings to give 
the grades at which piles may be cut off*. 

Buildings exceeding thirty-flve feet in height shall have 

" not less than two rows of piles under all eilernal and 

party walls, and the piles shall be spaced not over three 

feet on centres in the direction of the length of the wall. 

All buildings herealler built within the above timita 
shall have proper brick, iron, or tile drains, laid with air- 
tight joints, with a proper pitch to the city sewer, and 
iliall be properly entered therein. 
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All buildings built upon fllled or made land aholl hare B°fl^ 
abed of concrete, made of bjdrauUc cement and gravel, ],,„ 
01 tar and ^arel, spread orer the cellar bottom, or ehall °>i"^ 
be pBTedvith brick laid id cement, throughout the whole jjj' 
extent of the building; and, where there is a bagenient 
floor over the cellar bottom, leaving an air-space between H'-' 
the concrete and said floor, the air-space shall be venti- „j^ 
lated by an opening into a flne in tbe chimney of the <^'< 
bnilding. 



FOUNDATION, EXTERNAL AND PAETr WALLS. 



For dwelling-boDses with trails not exceeding thirty- TiiiEkiiHi nr 
flve feet in height, foundation walls, laid with block stone ^^\ _, 
in horizontal courses, or in brick laid in cement, shall be S^i. 
not lesi than sixteen inches thick, and external an4 party wti^^a^ 
wall! of brick shall be not less than twelve inches thick for Mtdjng as «. 
the entire height. i»i»i«i«. 

Fordwelling-houses with walls exceeding thirty-flve and Eic«dJngst 
not exceeding flfty-flre feetinhelght, foundation walla laid J^'^JJii. 
with block stone in horizontal courses shall be not less than 
eighteen inches thick ; if of brick, the foundation shall be 
■ixteen inches thick, and laid in cement. External brick 
walls shall be not less than twelve inches thick; party 
walls of bdck shall be not less than twelve inches thick 
for the entire height. 

For dwelling-houses with walls exceeding fifty-five feet ExcHdiDgls 
in height, foundation walls, laid with block stone in hori- '*«toi.dgi.t 
lontal courses, or brick l^d in cement, shall be not less 
than twenty inches thick. External and party brick walls 
thai] be not less than twelve inches thick for the entire 

The thickness of foundation walls laid with irregular Rubtia work 
mbble work shall be one-fourth greater than ^e tiiicknest tandh aiekB 
g^ven for block stone walls. nom. 
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at Party wmlls of direUiag-hoaaei not exceeding' two 

(torlea nor twenty-flve feet in tieight, and not exceeding 
twenty feet in width, and forty feet in depth, in the atj 
of Boaton, outside the building limits of sold city, may 
be built of brick eight inches thick, and be carried twelve 
inches above the roof, and shall be corbelled at least aix 
fnchei, or to the ooter edge of all projections on the front 
and rear walls of the bnilding, and be coped with stfloe 
or metal securely fastened ; and where the roof is of the 
kind known as Maiuard or ITrench, the party walls shall 
extend through slope of the Hansard at least six inches 
distant from and parallel with the roof corering , and be 
corbelled at least six inches, or to the outer edge of all 
projections, and shall be coped with stone or metal se- 
curely fastened. Any dwell ing-honse wall not exceeding 
tweire feet in height fWim the foundation, and not within 
the building limits of said city, may be bnilt of brick, 
eight inches thick. 



ThtcicMBof Buildings Other than dwelling-houses shaU hare walls 
w'l'c- wi. "^ '''* fbllowing thickness : — 

(!s. For buildings in which the walls do not exceed thirty- 

j^^^'J- five feet in height the foundation walls shall be laid of 
1S79,D, su.ii. block stone in horizontal courses not less than twenty-four 
^^^',°'^."' inches thick, the external walls shall not be less than sii- 
cecdingBilM teen inches thick to the top of Che npper floor, and not 
less than twelve inches thick for the remaining height. 

Foundation walls of buildings other than dwelling- 
houses, and not exceeding thirty-five feet in height, in the 
city of Boston, may be built of irregular rabble stone, 
one-fourth thicker than block-st«ne walls j providtd that 
when such foundalJon walls are laid on piles the lower 
course shall be of block stone. 
EioMiing » For buildings in which the walls exceed thirty-flve feet 
^^ in height Che foundation walls shall be laid of block stone 
fn horizontal courses not less than twenty-eight inches 
Uiick,'the external walls not less than twenty inches thick 
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to the top of the third floor, and not lees than sixteen 
inchei thick fnr the remaining height. 

All part; walla shall be not less than twenty Inches P'^ni)' 
thick to the top of the second floor above the itreet, and 
not less than sixteen inches thick to the under side of the 
roof boards, and not leee than twelre inches thick for the 
remaining height. 

In all bnildings orer twenty-flye feet in width, not hav- tii!i*m« 
ing either brick partition walls, or girders supported by „iMiam 
colnmns mnning fl'om tVont to rear, the external walls '»™"^i> 
Bhall be increased four inches in thickness for everj addi- 
tional twenty-fire feet in the widtli of said building. 

The bottom course for all foundation walls testing upon Bottom a, 
the ground shall be at least twelve inches wider than the 
thickness above ^ven for the foundation walls. 

The amount of materials above specified for external Htmnd 
walls may be used either in piers or buttresses ; providtd 
the external walls between said piers or buttresses shall 
in no case be less than twelve inches thick. If adjoining 
owners, instead of a party wall, shall each at the same 
time erect a wall on his own land, such walls may he 
twelve inches each in thickness, to snch height as they 
shall be contiguous. 

The external walla of buildings intended to be used for sabUi nn 
stables or for workshops of a light character may be built ^'^^^ 
of a less thickness than hereinbefore specified; prottded ol. 
that any such building shall not ejiceed thirty feet in '*''■'=■'" 
height to its highest point, and forty feet in length or 
width, and that the said walls shall in no case he less 
than twelve inches thick. 

Vaulted party walls may be used instead of solid walls. TmilM p 
They shall be built at least twenty inches thick from the "j]'^'^!j; 
foundation walls to the under Bide of the roof boarding, hovcon- 
Said walls shall be constructed of two outer walls of equal ■'™''^- 
Ihickness, with an air-space between them of four inches, 
and tied together perpendicularly with continuous withet 
of hard-burned brick of good quality, which shall be not 
mors than three feet apart. The air-space shall be 
smoothly plastered. 
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Erety building hereafter erected, more than thirty feet 
g in width, except churches, theatres, rulroaJ-station build - 
9. ingg, and other public buildings, shull hare one or more 
brick or itone partition walls ruoniag from i^ont to rear, 
and carried up to a height not less than tlie top of the 
gecond-itorj floor joists-, said wall or walls may be four 
inches less in thicltnees than is called for hj the proTiiioni ' 
relating to the thickness of walls ; these walls shall be so 
located that the space between any two of the floor-bear- 
ing walla of the building shall not be over twentf-flTe 
feet. 

Iron or wooden girders, supported upon iron or wooden 
'' columns, or brick piers, raaj be substilotcd in place of 
partition walls, and shall be made of sufBcient strength to 
bear safely the weight which thej are intended to support, 
in addition Co Che weight of material emplojed in their 
construction, and shall hare a footing course or leveller 
for each column not less than three feet six inches square, 
and one foot six inches thick. 

If the girders resting on s^d columns are entirely of 
wood said columns shall not be more than twelve feet 
apart on the line of Che girders. 
„, In any building hereafter to be erected, to be occupied 
as a tenement or lodging house, in which the lower part 
g is intended to be used for business or manufacturing pur- 
poses of any kind, or which is intended to be occnpicd by 
more than four families, the hall partitions from the cellar 
to the second floor shall be built of brick. 
Us Exterior wails, faced with stone, shall hare a backing 
of not less than eight inches of hard brick-work laid in 
mortar. But in no case shall the thickness of stone and 
backing, taken together, be less than the thickness re- 
quired for a brick wall of the same height. 
M The stone facing of a wall shall always be securely tied 

to the bricik backing by means of metal clamps. 
, In all cases where a wall is flnished with a stone cor- 
" nice the greatest weight of material of such cornice shall 
be on tiie inside of the face of the wall, so that the cof- 
nicc shall firmly balance upon the wall. 
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In every brbk wall every ninth course of brick shall '" 
be a he&ding course, except in walla built with same bond ,, 
in which as much ae every ninth course is a heading •)> 
course, and except where walU are faced with face brieb, 
in which case every ninth course shall be bonded with a 
Flemish header or by cutting the course of the fhce brick, || 
and putting in diagonal headers behind the same, or bj 
splitting face brick In half, and backing the «ame by a 
OontinDODS row of headers. 

In all walla which are faced with thin ashlar anchored ^ 
to the backing, or in which the ashlar has not either alter- i. 
nate headers and stretchers in each course, or alternating 
heading and stretching courses, the backing of brick shall 
not be less than twelve inches thick, and each stone of 
■aid ashlar work shall be securely tied to the backing hy 
one or more Buitablo melal anchors. All heading courses H 
shall be good, hard, perfect brick. 

The backing in all walls, of whatever material it may Bi 
be compoaed, shall be of such thickness as to make all ^ 
walls, the facing of which ia less than four inchea thick, is 
independent of the facing, conform, as to thickness, with 
the requirements of aeotions one and two of this act. 
(Chap. 371, 1872.) 

It shall not be lawful to erect, construct or build any w 
rear, front, parly, division or partition wall, npon wooden [" 
girders, rafters or lintels, or to support any such wall hy le; 
any wooden support whatever; but all such supports'* 
shall he of iron, brick or st^no, and of sufficient size and 
strength to support the superstructure. 

All iintela used to support walla, or other weights over Lf 
openings, shall be of sufficient strength and bearing to ^^ 
carry the superimposed weight, and shall, when sup- m 
ported at the end by brick walls or piers, rest upon an "° 
iron ptate at least two inches thick, the full size of the 
bearing. 

No timber shall be used in any wall of any building, N< 
where stone, brick, or iron is commonly used, except ^^ 
arch forms for interior arched openings. 
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^^"ijiinoi lino case sh«ll the aide, end, or party wall of »ny 
"V "ij"' building be carried up in adyance of the rear walls, 
im™""'' "^''^ front, rear, side, end and party walls of any buil' 
Sio. ing hereafter to be erected, shall be anchored to eacfi 

tDchond In other, every ten feet in their height, by tie anchors, made 
««ii mtar, of at least one and a quarter inch by three-eighths of an 
inch vrought-iron. 

The said anchors shall be bniU into the side or party 

walls not less than thirty-six inches; and into the front 

and rear walls at lea«t one-half the thickness of the front 

and rear walls, so aa to secure the front and rear walli to 

the side, end, or party walls. 

"Slll^'to "^^^ side, end, or party walls shall be anchored at each 

bcum. tier of beams, at intervals of not more than tea feet apart, 

with good, strong, wrought-iron anchors, at least one-half 

inch by one and one-half inch, well built into the side 

Beuninip. walls, and fastened to the top of the beams; and, where 

"^^"■^ ^^ the beams are supported by girders, the ends of the beams 

buttei lotnt))- resting on tlie girder shall be hutted together, end to end, 

""^ and strapped by wrought-iron straps or tie-irons, at the 

ui^.i.sri, same distances apart, and in the same beams as the wall 

S '" anchors, and shall be well-fastened, 

Uortu. All mortar shall be of the best quality for the purpose 

for which it is applied. 
Pitv *■!]» lo All party walls shall be carried up to a height of not 
•bot.roor"'' '^" ^*i t*" ""^ one-half feet above the roof corering, 
coicrina ud with the full thickness of the party wall, and shall be 
wri'r^i"''^ coped with stone or iron securely fastened. And where 
S u. there is a flat, hip, or pitch roof, the party wall shall be 

carried np to a height of not less than two and one-half 
feet above the roof covering, at every part of said roof, 
and shall be corbelled at least twelve inches, or to the 
outer edge of all projections on the front or rear walls of 
the bull ding. 
MmitjicT And where the roof is of the kipd known as Mansard or 
French, or of any style excepting as above specified, un- 
less the same is constructed of fire-proof materiali 
throughout, tlie party wall shall be carried up to a height 
of not less than two and one-half feet above the Oat or 
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upper alope of said Toof, and Bhall extend through the iin-c-aTi. 

lower slope at least eighteen inches distant from and 

parsille! with the roof covering, and be corbelled out at 

Kast twelve inches, or to the outer edge of all projections, 

and shall be coped with stone or icon : provided that if a Oautr ■(«• 

gntter etone of suitable dimeneioni and properly balanced ■"^•""•^ 

■hall be inserted it shall be equivalent to corbelling. 

Recesses and openings may be made in external walls, RnxuHud 
provided the thickness of the backs of such recesses be "p*"'"!*!" 
Dot less than eight inches, and provided the whole area of U7i. c. an, 
all the recesses and openings in any wall do not exceed '*■ 
one-half of the area of said wall. 

Whenever it becomes desirable to cut a door-way Door-viTiio 
through any party wall separating two buildings, a notice J??"'^ 
of the intention to do so shall be filed with the inspector aind siih in- 
of buildings. "iMiorof 

Any such door-way shall not exceed ten feet in height siHufdtior- 
by eight feet in width, and shall have top, bottom, and "'- 
sides of stone, brick, or iron, j^.' 

The said door-way shall bectosed by two eels of wrought^ DoDntiiiia 
iron or metai-covered doors, hnng to rebated iron frames, ™^^'°''*'" 
and separated by the thickness of the wall; and when- 
ever such door-way ceases to be used it shall be immedi- 
ately filled up with masonry. 

No continuous vertical recess of more than four inches NomntiiiiiDiii 
in depth shall be made in any twelve-inch party wall, and ""'"' "™" 
no recess of any kind shall be made in any eight-inch incbHln 
party wall. *«p"^ 



All piers shall be built of good, hard, well-burnt brick, 1^?^ 
and laid in clear cement, and all bricks used in piers shall ^^', "ii 
be of the hardest quality, and be well wet when laid. lemiTii. 

Isolated brick piers under all lintels, girders, iron, or iB;a,c.a»,' 
other columns shall have a cap-iron at least two inches ^t».ii 
thick, or a granite capstone at least twelve inches thick, inio. 
the full size of the pier. 

In the case of an external brick pier the plate may be 
reduced sufficiently in size to allow four inches of brick- 
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imi.e.3ri.i«. work to inteireDe between the edge or edge* of the plate; 

»ndthe face or face* of the pier eipoged to the weather, 
coLucm to Columne supported by brick walls or piers shall rest 
DiiMoi'mii- "PO" '" ■""■ piste at teait two inches thick, or upon a 
lucaimoDB. granite capstone at least twelre inches thick, of a size 

tatiafactory to the inspector of buildings. 

Under Iron colnmns shall in all cases be an iron plate 

of not less than one and one-half inches in thickness. 
*^™''°' Piers or columns supporting walls of masonry shall 

fUnottol- have for a footing conrse a broad leveller, or iGvellere, of 
uvni lupiiart- block-stone not less than sixteen inches thick, and with a 
isrl, c. «D, bearing surface equal in area to the square of the width 
) ^' of the footing course, plus one foot required for a wall of 

the same thickness and extent as that borne by the pier 

or column. 
Fiiifiiuiida- And if the foundation of inch piers or colnmns rests 
"°d *'r|''"' upon piles a infflcient number shall be driven to insure a 

proper support. 



Floar-bHnu No floor-beams shall be supported wholly upon any 
whoiiT loih wood partition, but ever; beam (except headers and t^l- 
SliodiaV'- beams) shall rest at one end, not less than four inches in 
isTi,i.'s7l,jT. the wall, or upon agirder, asauthorized by this act. And 
Trinunc™ •ml eTery trimmer or header more than four feet long, used 
''"*^'".'" in any building except a dwelling, shall be hung in stirrup- 
lup-lrou. irons, of suitable thickness for the size of the, timbers. 
Eadi of Hoot- The bntts or ends of all floor-beams and rafters enter- 
SSSltobe '"8 *■ lirick wall shall be cut on a splay of three inches in 
•piijid, their width. 

Uiin putu All main partitions supporting in any manner the floor- 
f^°^J°^^°j''" beams or rafters shall be placed directly over each other, 
to be placid and shall rest on a wall, girder, or hard-pino capping, and 
oalr""'' shall head and foot against each other as far as praeti- 

Brick-Kork All roof or floor timbers, entering the same party wall 
■nd Bene Ha- from opposite sides, shall have at least fbnr inches solid 
UT3i'e.a7i, brick-work between the ends of said timbers. 
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All buildings hereafter built ohall be roofed with Bonangiiim- 
ilate, tin, or otlier non-combustible roofing njaterinl ; and igji.-^uo, 
all buildings shali hare a scuttlo not less than two bj- '*; .^^ 
three feet, with a permanent step-ladder or flight of stairs ubrntMiat- 
thereto. ""■ 

tSo Mansard or other roof shall be conilnicted more Nucoofiobt 
than one story in height, nor more than twenty feet in I^^™' 
height fVom the npper floor of the building upon which it hdgiii. 
is placed to the highest part of said roof, unless the J^j'"'"'"' 
same is constructed of Bre-proof material throughout. 

All the exterior parts of snj building or buildings here- eiimim miir 
after erected, which are more than forty-Bve feet above „^"Ij|^ 
the level of the sidewalk, shall be made of or covered with foiiy-«Tt 
non-combustible material, to be approved hy tlie inspect- [^'jl^^'io 
or of bnildings. b* of non- 

All Bre-proof cornices shall be well-secured to the walls ™,|!^|,. ° 
with iron anchors, independent of any wood-work ; and in n™-pn>or 
all cases the walls shall be carried up to the planking of 
the roof, and wliere the cornice projects above the roof 
the wall shall be carried up to the top of the cornices, and 
all exterior wooden cornices that sljall hereafter require 
to be replaced shall he constructed of some non-combus- 
tible material, aa required for new buildings ; and all ex- 
terior wooden cornices or gutters that may hereafter be 
damaged by Bre shall be taken down, and if replaced 
shall be constructed of flre-proof material. 

All buildings hereafter erected shall he kept provided Hctaiue i«d. 
with proper nielallle leaders for conducting the water j,„^„,u^ 
from the roof to the ground, sewer, or street-gutter, in riomroofio 
such manner as shall protect the walls and foundations '*" 
fVom damage; and in no case shall the water from the wniimoiio 
said leaders be allowed to flow upon the sidewalk, but^U'i^^'* 
shall be cotiducted by drain pipe or pipes, to the street iidewBik. 
gutter or sewer. 

All buildings hereafter erected or increased in height, rteuIuIoiu 
except churches and grain- elevators, shall not exceed a ^^^^^ 
height greater than eighty feet to the highest point from roori. 
the level of the sidewalk, exclusive of chimneys and party ""' '■ **> ' ' 
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S »■ walls above the roof; provided, howtvtr, that mi additioD- 
al height maj be added, if eaid addition shall be con- 
itraclcd in a flre-proof manner, as herein Datnod, to wit: 
All joisW, beams, rafters, purlines, jack-rafters, plates, 
studs, ties, and arches, shall be made of cast or wrought 
iron, or some other metal, stone, brich, cement, mortar, 
or other incombnstible material, and covered with corm- 
gnted iron, sheet or cast iron, tin, copper, zinc, or other 
m^lal, or slate, stone, brick, cement, mortar, oi other in- 
combustible material. All structures or projections ahoTS 
or outiide of the roof, such as domes, cupolas, pavillona, 
towers, spires, pinnacles, buttresses, lanterns, iourres, 
lutliern or dormer windows, skylights, scuttles, Tentila- 
tors, cornices, and gutters, shall be made, constructed, 
framed, and covered with wrought or cast iron, tin, cop- 
per, zinc, or other metal, or atone, slate, brick, cement, or 
morlar, or other incombustible material. 

All buildings in the citj of Boston, hereafter to be 
built, shall have scuttle -frames and covers, or bulkheada 
and doors, on the roof, made of or covered with some fire- 
proof material j and all scuttles shall have stationary lad- 
ders leading to the same, and all such scuttles or ladders 
shall be kept so as to he ready for use at all times, and all 
scuttles shall not be less in size than two by three feet; 
and, if a bulkhead is used oT substituted in an/ building in 
place of a scuttle, it shall have stairs with a sufficient 
guard or band-rail leading to the roof j and in case the 
building shall he a tenement house, the door in the bulk- 
head, or an/ scuttle, shall at ao time be locked, but maj 
be fastened on the inside by movable bolts or hooks. 



All chimne/s shall be built of brick, stone, or other flre- 
proof non-conducting mnteriah All brick Sues shall be 
smoothly plastered inside with mortar ttom top to bottom 
and outside below the roofing. 

•t startingfrom the fonndaUon walls, shall 
he securely built into the brick-work of the walls to which 



D,g,r,z»-i h, GilOglc 



21 



tliey are hung. In no case ahall chimneys reit upon any cwmnoyi not 
flooring without a fooling of masonry or iron supported floortugi- 
. by iron beams, haTing a secure bearing on maionry or 
iron at either end. 

All flues ehallbe topped outat least four feet abore the fiummi* 
roof of the bniUing to which they belong. The brick t',S^i 
topping-out of chimneys shall not have more than two ■t«»s™of. 
inches projection, unless covered by a cap of metal or 
- stone properly secured. 

Hearths of flre-plaeea or grates shall be laid upon brick P^"""' *"" 
or other trimmer arches, or upon bars of iron supporting 
a bed of brick-work. 

So wood-work of any kiod shall be placed at a leas dis- Sorvt^ 
tance than one inch from the ontaida brick-work of any SoVS^Jt'" 
flne. In no case shall a nail he driven into the masonry MJLt'icDiuiw 
of any flue. sueiL" 

No smoke-pipe in any building with wooden or com- Rc^iuioca 
bustihie floors or ceilings shall hereafter enter any flue ^™,^ 
unless the said pipe where it enters the flue shall be at i«7Z.c S7i, 
least twelve inches from either the floors or ceilinga; and Jg7^c.»9,sr. 
in all cases where amoke-pipes pass through stud or 
wooden partitions of any kind, whether the same be plas- 
tered or not, they shall he guarded by a soapatone ring, 
not less than four inches in thickness, and extend through 
the partition. 

In all cases where hot-water, steam, hot-air, or other 
Aimaces arc used, the furnace smoke-pipe must be kept 
at least two feet below the beams or ceiling above the 
same, unless said beams or ceiling shall be properly pro- 
tected by a shield or tin plate suspended at least one inch 
below said beams or ceiling above said smoke-pipe ; and 
the top of all furnaces set in brick must be covered with 
brick, supported by iron bars, and so constructed as to be 
perfectly tight ; said covering to be in addition to and not 
less than six inches from the ordinary covering to the hot- 
air chamber. 

If, however, there is not height enough to build the 
furnace-top at least four inches below the floor-beams or 
ceilings, then the floor-beams must be trimmed around the 
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iKt, c. mi, furnace, and said covering and the trimmers and headers 
ins. c !9LIT '""*' ^^ ^' least four inches froax the eame. 
Pomlili fiu- The top of eiery portable furnace not set in brick shall 
m™ujli»n |jg ]tgpt at least one foot below the beams or ceiling with 
a shield of tin plate, made tight, and suspended not less 
than one inch below the said beama or ceilings, and ex- 
tended one foot beyond the top of the furnace on all sides- 
All hot-air registers hereafter placed in the floor of any 
building ihall be act In aoapatone borders not less than 
two inches in width. 

All soapstone borders to he flrinlj set in plaster of Paris 
or gauged mortar. 
RtgiiMntaiie All floor reglstec-bosea to be made of tin plate, with a 
non^b^IS^, flinge °o the top to fit the groove in the soapatone, the 

regiater to rest upon the aanie. 
OiiEiiipuii There Bhati also be an open space of one inch on all 

iMboiM* aides of the register-boi, eitending from the underside of 
the ceiling, below the regiater, to the soapstone in the 
floor; the outside of said space to he covered with a 
casing of tin plate, made tight on all aides, to^xtendfrom 
the underside of the aforesaid ceiling up to and turn under 
the aaid soapstone. Regiatera of Gfteen bj twentj-flve 
inches or more shall have a space of two inches. 
sa wDod- No wood-work shall be placed at a leas diatance than 

ciiKdwIiriiu '-"'* '"'''' f''"™ ""? ''" "f other metal flue or floes, pipe or 
ontinchof pipes, used or intended to be used to convey heated air in 
uaiMiBni"'' ^"^ building, uuless protected by a soapstone or earthen - 
tecttd. ring or tnbe, or a metal casing so constructed as to per- 

mit free circulation of air around said pipes or flues. 
NoiiMofln- In all eases where hot-water, eteam, hot-air, or other 
Swetii'" fumacea or ranges, are hereafter placed, or tlieir location 
inbuUdLnfi changed, in any building, due notice shall first be given 
lBj^l^of° *" ^^^ inspector of buildings, by the person or persona 
iHiUdiagi. placing said furnace or ranges in said building. 
FJnci of In all casas where ranges or boilora are set, the outside 

'~ of the Sne to the same shall be plastered on the outside 
Kiij directly upon the bricks, up to the ceiling of the room, 
and no wood-work shall be placed on the outside there- 
of. 



tob,,lM- ^ 
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If any chimoey, flue, or heatinR appuratm on any o^"' 
premises in the city of Boston, shall, in the opinion of the soiuin 
inapector of buildings, be dangerous or unsafe by reason "'"'•* 
of endangering the premises by Are or otherwise, the in- citinau 
spector shall at once notify in writing the owner, agent, j"""" 
or other party having an interest in said premises, andju. 
shall require him to make the same safe ; and upon f'"'^ 
neglect of said person so notified to comply with the pro- (.ft, 
visions of said notice for a period of C«entj-four hours 
after the serTice of said notice upon him, he shall at once 
become liable to a peonlty of not less than twenty nor 
more than fifty dollars for eTery day's 
said Dnsafe structure. 



All boiler-rooms hereafter constructed in any building; BDilgr-roomi 
other than dwelling-houses shall be constructed of brick "^i^"'^"'" 
and iron, and shall be so arrsjiged that all openings lezi. c.sii, 
between the said boiler-room and other parts of the build- 'Jgn'„ 3M.ii 
ing in which it is placed, shall he closed by iron or metal- 
covered doors, which shall be securely closed at the close 
of each day. 

All flues for ranges, boilers, furnaces, and ovens, shall Fluniobea 
be of brick-work, eight inches in thickness, to a height of 
twenty-five feet above such ranges, boilers, fumaoes, or 



No building situated or hereafter erected within the suDdicgaoo- 
building limits of the city of Boston, occupied in part or j'*',^?" 
in whole as a dwelling, shall have any hay, straw, hemp, to hiia mm- 
flan, shavings, burning-fluid, turpentine, camphene, or J" -"/''''J"'! 
any inflammable oil, oc any other combustible material, ibenin. 
stored therein, or kept on sale, eicept in such quantities j^J^ '■'"', 
as shall be provided for by law or by a city ordinance. 



All stores or store-houses that may herefler be built in Fire-pnmf 
said city, which are more than forty-five feet in height mdituinn. 
above tlie curb level, shall bare doors, blinds, orsbuttets in.' ' ' 
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^- made of fire-proof metal, on eTery windoir an4 ei 
where the tame do not open on a atreet. 

'^- When in any tach bniiding the shutteri, blinds or doora 

cannot be put on the outside of such door or windov, 
thej ihall be put on the ineide, and if placed on the in- 
(Ide shall be hung npon an iron frame independent of the 

Bi, wood-work of the window-frame or door ; and ererj such 
door, blind, or shatter shall be closed npon the comple- 

t e^H tion of the buslneia of each day by the occupant having 

'••hr Hyg Qgg Qf control of the lame ) and all flre-proof shotters 
or blindi, that now are or may hereafter be put upon the 
f^ont or elites of any building on the street fronts, must 
be so constructed that they can bo closed and opened from 
the outside abore the first story. 



]Bai.e.2i],|& No person shall erect, place, constmct. or cause to be 
•erected, placed, or constructed, or begin to erect, place, 
or conetract, any window or other projection into or over 
any public highway, atreet, bridge, or a([uare in said city, 
except that the board of aldermen, after due notice and 
hearing before laid board or a committee thereof, may 
permit the building of a window or other projection aa 
aforesaid, in such manner as shall be approved by the 
inspector of buildings ; provided that sucli window or 
oUier projection shall not affect the rested right of any 
person. 

lasi, e. st^ J ;, Any person who shall violate the provisions of secdon 
three of this act shall, upon the application of the in- 
spector of buildings of said city, be liable to the processes 
of law and equity set forth in section twenty-three of 
chapter three hundred and seventy-one of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, 

Str-^naAoyt No bay-window shall be constructed of wood, which 

i^c'bi"** '''*" ^"ts"'^ more than three feet above the second story 

iu. from the street. 
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I LODQINO HOUSEB. 

No houBB, building, or portion thereof, in the city of?"'^^ 
Boston, iiaed, occupied, leased, or rented for a tenement is7i, t. no. 
or lodging house, shall continue to be bo used, occupied, ^ ^ 
leased, or rented, unless the same, on the requisition of 
the board of health, shall conform in its construction 
and appurtenances to the provision of thU act. 

And the inspector of buildings shall see that the requi- J°!^"' 
sitions of the board of health in regard to the repair and J« n'Jj^ 
ulterationa of tenement or lodging housCB are properly ^[^^ 
carried out; and shall approve all plans for the construe- J5i'„'J^''j;j- 
tion of new tenement or lodging hoases. 'wtSIm?.''' 

If in any case the inspector shall see fit to prohibit the Bigiit at e\ 
erection of the building according to the plan, the owner i^^pj„i,i 
or architect shall have the right of appeal, as provided piaosami 
in section nineteen (of chapter two hundred and eighty, ■'''™' ■ 
1871.) 

The exterior walls of all tenement or lodging honses EimfIut n 
hereafter erected shall be of brick or stone; and those f^'f''''™ 
hereafter erected on streets not more than twenty feet in s M.' 
width shall not exceed thirty feet in height. 

Every house, building, or portion thereof, in the city of T= !« ""li 
Boston, designed to be used, occupied, leased, or rented, ,^1 „ 2ai 
or which is used, occupied, leased, or rented for a tene- sse. 
ment or lodging house, shall have in every room which is 
occupied as a slccping-room, and whicli does not commu- 
nicate directly with the external air, a ventilating or tran- 
som window, having an opening or area of three square 
feet over the door leading into and connected with the ad- 
joining room, if such adjoining room communicates with 
the external air; and also a ventilating or transom 
window, of the same opening or area, communicating' 
with the entry or hall of the house ; or where this is, from 
Ihe relative situation of the rooms, impracticable, such 
last- mentioned ventilating or transom window shall coni- 
municate with an adjoining room that itself commnni- 
catea with the entry or hall. 
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•v" 1° Every lach house or buildiD^; shHll haTe in the roof, at 

the top of the hall, an adequate and proper ventilator, of 

a form approTed by the inspector of bnildinge. 

rtin- Everj such home shall be prorided with a proper flre- 

^Bo, escape, or raeani of escape in case of ftre, to be approved ■ 

by the inspector of buildings. 

u In The roof of every such house shall be kept in good re- 

"i^'' P"'*^ '^"^ '" ''' ""^ ^° leak, and all rain-water ihatl be so 

drained or conveyed therefl-on> as to prevent its dripping 

on ground or causing dampneai in the walls, yard, or 

toiM All stairs shall be provided with proper balusters or 

""** " railings, and shall be kept in good repair. 
-ciDHU, Every such bailding shall be provided with good and 
4ri^ sufficient water-closets, earth- closets, or privies, of ■ con- 
.290, Btructiun approved by the inspector of buildings, and 
shall have proper doors, traps, soil-pans, and other suita- 
ble works and arrangements, so far as may be necessary 
to ensure the efficient operation thereof- 
Such water-closets or privies shall not be less in num- 
ber than one to every twenty occupants of said house; 
but water-closets and privies may be used in commoD by 
at. the occupants of any two or more houses ; provided the 
access is convenient and direct; and provided the num- 
ber of occupants in the houses for which they are provided 
shall not exceed the proportion above required for every 
privy or water-closet. 
Eonneo- Evcry sucli house, situated upon a lot on a street in 
^''""■' which there is a sewer, shall have the water-closets or 
privies fiimished with a proper connection witli the sewer, 
wiiich connection shall be in all parts adeq^uate for the 
purpose, so as to permit entirely and freely to pass what- 
ever enters the same. Such connection with the sewer 
shall be of a form approved by the inspector of buildings, 
and all such water-closets and vaults shall be provided 
ntrqi. witli the proper traps, and connected with the house-sewer 
b/ a proper tight-pipe, and shall be provided with suffi- 
cient water and other proper means of flusMng the same 
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AnS every owner, lessee, and occupant shall Uko due Ownerio 
meaaures to prevent improper substances from entering; tubaunci 
such water-closets or privies or their connections, and to f"""'"" 
secure the prompt to moval of anj improper substances isii.r.M 
' that uia; enter them, so that no accumulation shall take i^' 
place, and so aa to prevent anj exhalation therefrom, 
offensive, dangerous, or prejudicial to life or health, and 
so as to prevent the same from being or becoming ob- 
BtrucWd. 

No cesspool shall be allowed In or under, or connected c™pooii 
with any such house except when it is unavoidable, and 
Id such cases it shall be constructed in such situation and 
in such manner as the inspector of buildings may direct. 

It shall in all cases be water-tight, and arched or 
securely covered over, and no offensive smell or gases 
shall be allowed to escape therefrom, or from any privy 
or privy-vault. 

In all cases where a sewer exists in the street upon ^"I'l"'' 
which the house or building stands, the yard or area shall edviih t 
he so connected with the same that all water, from the roof 
or otherwise, and all liquid filth, shall pass freely into it. 
Where no sewer eiisls in the street, the yard or area shall 
be BO graded that all water, from the roof or otherwise, 
and all filth, shall flow freely from it, and all parts of it, 
into the street-gutter, by a passage beneath the sidewalk, 
which shall be covered by a permanent cover, but so ar- 
ranged as to permit access to remove obstructions or im- 
puriiies. 

From and after the passage of tliis act it shall not be o:iuiii< 
lawful, without a permit from the board of health, or ^,"5i"p 
superintendent of health, to let or occupy, or suffer M be wiuiomt 
occupied, separately as a dwelling, any vault, cellar, or ^i_t,a 
underground room, built or rebuilt after, said date, or S^o. 
which shall not have been so let or occupied before said 
data. 

And it shall not be lawful, without such permit, to let RcK<iiuk 
or continue to be let, or to occupy, or suffer to be occu- ^|^^' 
pied, separately as a dwelling, any vault, cellar, or under- f^f^^ 
ground room whatsoever, unless the same be in every *«■ 
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part thereof at leant aeren feet in height, measured from 
the floor to the ceiling thereof; nor unless the same be for 
at least one foot of its height above the surface of tlio 
street or ground adjoining, or nearest to the same ; nor 
Dniess there be outside of and adjoining the said vault, 
cellar, or room, and eitending along the entire frontage 
thereof, and upwards from six inehes below the level of 
the floor thereof, up to the surface of the said etceet or 
ground, an open space of at least two feet and aii inches 
wide in every part ; nor unless the same be well and effect- 
ually drained by means of a drain, the uppermost part of 
which is one foot at least below the level of tlie floor of 
such vault, cellar, or room ; nor unless there is a clear 
space of not less than one foot below the level of the floor, 
except where the same is cemented ; nor unless there be 
appurtenant to such vault, cellar, or room, the use of a 
water-closet or privy, kept and provided as in this act re- 
quired, nor unless the same have an eicternal window- 
opening of at least nine superflcial feet clear of the sash- 
frame; in which window-opening there shall be fitted a 
frame filled in with glazed sashes, at least four and a half 
■uperficial feet of which shall be made so as to open for 
the purpose of ventilation; providtdf hoieever, that in 
case of an inner, or back vault, cellar, or room, let or 
occupied along with a front vault, cellar, or room, as a 
part of the same letting or occupation, it shall be a suffi- 
cient compliance with the provisions of this act if the 
front room is provided with a window as hereinbefore 
provided, and if the said back vault, cellar, or room is 
connected with the front vault, cellar, or room, by a door, 
and also by a proper ventilating or transom- window, and, 
where practicable, also connected by a proper ventilating 
or transom- window, or by some hall or passage, or with 
the external air; provided, always, that in any area ad- 
joining a vault, cellar, or underground room, there may 
be steps necessary for access to such vault, cellar, or 
room, if the same be so placed as not to be over, across, 
or opposite to said external window, and so as to allow 
between every part ot such steps and tlie external wall of 
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auch vaalt, cellar, or room, a clear space of six inches at uii, c. w, 
least, and if the rise of said steps Is open ; and provided, 
further, that over or acroBs any such area there may be 
steps necessary for access to any bailding above the 
vault, cellar, or room, to which such area ailJoinB, if the 
same be ao placed as not to be over, across, or opposite 
to any such external windov. 

From and after tlie passage of this act, no vault, cellar, ^''^JJfJi'" 
or tmderground room, in any tenement or lodging house, ^ 'I^SmSJi 
shall be occupied as a place of lodging or sleeping, except ^^'^f™ 
the same shall be approved in writing, and a permit given isJj'J'^o, 
therefor by the board of health or superintendent. '**' 

Every tenement or lodging house shall have the proper Sj™^ 
and suitable conveniences or receptacles for receiving gar- i «1 
hage and other refuse matters- 
No tenement or lodging house, or any portion thereof, CombotUblo 
■hall be used as a place of storage for any combustible iHitand. 
article, or any article dangerous to life or detrimental to 
health ; nor shall any horse, cow, calf, Bwlne, pig, sheep, Animiiinoti 
or goat be tept.in said house. t«k«in- 

Erery tenement or lodging house, and every part there- TuMktpl 
of, shall be kept clean and free from an; accumulation of [gj^ ^ w 
dirt, fllth, garbage, or other matter in or on the same, or !«■ 
In the yard, court, passage, area, or alley connected with 
or belonging to the same. 

The owner or keeper of any lodging-house, and the *''™"'°''™ 
owner or lessee of any tenement-house, or part thereof, quirtd. 
shall thoroughly cleanse all the rooms, passages, stairs, 
floors, windows, doors, walls, ceilings, privies, cesspools 
and drains thereof of the house, or part of the house, of 
which he is the owner or lessee, to the satisfaction of the 
board of health, so often as shall be required by or in 
accordance with any regulation or ordinance of said city, 
and shall well and sufflciently, In the satisfaction of said "■!'■ ■°' 
board, whitewash the walls and ceilings thereof twice at whi»™i»d 
least every year, in the months of April and October, un- twiMir*"- 
less the said board shall otherwise direct. Every tenement Ovnei « 
or lodging house sliall have legibly posted or painted JJ^^o^I^' 
on the wall or door in the entry, or tome public accessible 
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Vt. place, the name and address of the owner or oimerB, 
and of the agent or agent), or any one baring charge of 
the renting and collecting of the rents for the same ; and 
■erTice of any papers required by this act, or hy any pro- 
ceedings to inforce any of its provisions, or of the acta 
relating to the hoard of health, shall be sufficient, if 
made upon the person or persons so designated as owner 
or owners, agent or agents. 
' '" The keeper of any Ibdging-honae, and the owner, agent 

houu. of the owner, lessee and occupant of an; teneinent-houie, 
'^' and every other person having the care or management 
thereof^ shall, at all times, when required by any officer of 
the board of health, or by any officer upon wboni any 
duty or authority is conferred by this act, give bim free 
access to such house and to ererj part thereof. 

The owner or keeper of any lodging-bouse, and the 

owner, agent of the owner, and tlie lessee of any tene- 

ment-bouse, or part thereof, shall, whenever any person 

lui all- in inch house is sick of fever, or of any infectious, pes- 

Ulentiat, or contagious disease, and such sickness is known 

to such owner, keeper, agent, or lessee, give immediata 

notice thereof to the board of health, or to some officer 

of the same, and thereupon said board shall cause the 

same to be inspected, and may, if found necessary, cause 

B the same to be immediately cleansed or disinfected at the 

cuitt eipensG of the owner, in such manner ss they may deem 

■ u- necessary and effectual ; and they may also cause tiie 

blankets, bedding, and bed-clothes used by any sucb sick 

person to be thoroughly cleansed, scoured, and fumigated, 

and in extreme cases to be destroyed. 

Dgi un- Whenever it shall be oertiBed to the board of health 

y. 1,4 by the superintendent, that any building, or part thereof, 

L is unfit for human habitation, by reason of its being so in- 

' fected with disease as to be likely to cause sickness 

aCDOOg the occupants, or by reason of its want of repair 

has become dangerous to life, said hoard may issue an 

order, and cause the aarao to be afflsed conspicuously on 

the building, or part thereof, and to be personally 

served upon the owner, agent, or leasee, if the same can 
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be found in this Btate, requiring all persons therein to isn, c. isi. 
vacate such buililing for the reasons to be stated therein 
as aforesaid- 
Such building, or part thereof, ihall, within ten daji 
thereafter, be vacated; or within such shorter time, not 
lees than twenty-four hours, as in said notice maj' be 
specified; but said board, if it shall become satisfied that 
the danger fVom said house, oi part thereof, bos ceased to 
exist, may rcTDke said order, and it shall thenceforward 
become inoperative. 

No house hereafter erected shall be used as a tene- A«it!oii»i 
ment-house or lodging-house, and do house heretofore J'^^"^ 
erected, and not now used for such purpose, shall be con- i it- 
verted into, used, or leased for a tenement or lodging 
house, unless, in addiiion to the requirements hereinbe- 
fore contained, it conforms to the requirements contained 
in the following aections. 

It shall not be lawAll hereafter to erect for, or con- Llfbiudiii 
Tert to, the purposes of a tenement or lod^ng house, "■ ig;i ^ laii, 
building on the front of any lot where there is another so. 
building on the rear of the same lot, unless there is a 
clear, open space, eicIusiTely belonging to the ftont 
building, and extending upwards ttora the ground, of at 
least ten feet between said buildings, if they are one story 
high above the level of the ground; if they are two 
stories high, the distance between tJiem shall not be less 
than fifteen feet; if they are three stories high, the dis- 
tance between them shall be twenty feet; and,, if they are 
more than three stories high, the distance between them 
shall be twenty-five feet. 

At the rear of every building hereafter erected fbr, or 
converted to, the purposes of a tenement or lodging house 
on the back part of any lot, there shall be a clear, open 
space of ten feet between it and any other building. 

But when thorough ventilation of such open spaces can impeoiorot 
be otherwise secured, said distances raav be lessened or ''""^P ™ 
modified in special cases, by a permit ttom the inspector lUuu. 
of buildings. 
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In every soch honie hereafter erected or conrerted 

everj habit&ble room, except roami in the attic, shall ba 
in every part not leai than eight feet in height from the 
floor to the ceiling; and aver; habitable room in the attic 
of any inch building ahall be at least eight feet In height 
from the floor to the ceiling; thronghont not teas than 
one-half the area of such room. ETer; inch room shall 
have at least one window connecting with the exlemat 
air, or over the door a suitable ventilator connecting it 
with a room or hall vrhich hM a connection with the ex- 

The total area of windov in cverjroom communicatiDg 
with the external air shall be equal to least one-tenth of 
the superficial area of every such room; and the top of 
one at least of such windoirs shall not be leas than seven 
feel six inches above the floor, and the upper half of each 
window shall be so made as to open for the purposes of 
ventilation. 

Everj habitable room, of a less area than one hundred 
' superfleiat feet, if it does not communicate directly with 
- the external air, and is without an open fireplace, shall be 
provided tvith special means of ventilation by a separate 
air-shaft extending to the roof, or otherwise as the in- 
spector of buildings may prescribe. 

Every such house hereafter erected or converted shall 
have adequate chimneys running through every floor, with 
an open fireplace or grate, or place for a stove, properly 
connected with one of siud chimneys, for every family 
and set of apartments. 

It shall have proper conveniences and receptacles for 
ashes and rubbish; it shall have water ftirnished at one 
or more places in such house, or in the yard thereof, so 
that the same may be adequate and reasonably convenient 
for the use of the occupants thereof. 

It shall have the floor of the cellar properly cemented 
so as to be water-tight. 

The halls on each floor shall open directly to the exter- 
nal air, with suitable windows, and shall have do room or 
other obstruction at the end, unless snfflcient light or 
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Tenlilation ia otherwise provided fur said halls, in a man- I87i, e. iso, 
ner approved by the inspector of buildings. 

The bonrd of henlth shall haTc authority to make other i 
regulations as to cellars and the rentilatioa of tenement' ' 
houses. 

The municipal court of the city of Boston, the munic- Bo«rfof 
ipal court of the Dorchester district, and the muiuuipal ,^^,,^1^ 
court of the southern district, shall hare jurisdiction con- niiM. 
current with the superior court of all offences 'Riinst jjii^jj^^'' 
lections forty, forty-one, forty-two, forty- three, forty-four, courtioli»» 
and forty-fire of chapter two hundred and eighty of the I^^^j^^ 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, and 
every person violating any of tiieae sections shall be guilty fuwIv. 
of amisdeineauor punishahleby a flue not exceeding three 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding sixty 
days. 

All complaints of violations of secUoQ* for^, forty-one, Baud or 
forty-two, forty-three, forty-four, and forty-flve of this act ^J^J^ 
[Chap. 280, I8TI] shall he made only hy authority of the piiiui. 
board of health. 

XrltSU'B BniLDINOS. 

[See also O. S., c. S7, $$ 1 to 6.] 

If any building or parti of a building, staging, or other inipidor ot 
structure, or anything attached to or connected with any ^^i^ "^ 
building, or other structure in the city of Boston, shall mittiy Dnir. 
from any cause be reported dangerous or unsafe, so as to J^^'**" 
endanger life and limb, it ihnll be the dutj of the In- 
spector of buildings to inspect such structure, and if, in 
his opinion, the same be dangerous, ho shall immediately 
nodfy the owner, agent, or other party having an interest 
in said structure, to cause Che same to be made safe and 
secure, or removed, as may be necessary. 

The person or persons so notified shatl be allowed unUI onHto 
twelve o'clock noon of the day following the service of J^^^^^ 
■neb notice, in which to commence the securing orre-ii*- 
moval of the same ; and he or they shall employ sufficient 
labor to remove or secure the same as expeditiously as iiiiT«toiiu; 
can be done : provided, howtver, that In cases where the b^^'uh'. 
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U7hc.9». public Mfetj reqairea Immediate action, the inspector of 
buildings maf enter upon tha premises witti Buch work- 
men and assistants as ma/ be necessary, and cause tlie said 
unsafe structure to be shared np,t&ken down, or otherwise 
secured, without delaj, and a proper fence or boardingto 
be put up for the protection of passers-by. 
Biirrmfamrit If the Owner, agent, or other party interested in said 
ws, c. us, unsafe structure, having been notified, shall reftiae or neg- 
i U' lect to comply with the requirements of said notice within 

the time ipecifled in section ten,' then h careful surTey of 
the premises named in said notice stiall be made by three 
disinterested persons, one to be appointed by the inspector 
of buildings, one by tha owner or other interested party, 
and the third chosen by these two, and the report of such 
Homrdofior- m^yej shall bo reduced to writing, and a copy served upon 
the owner or other interested party; and if said owner or 
other interested party refuse or neglect to appoint a mam- 
bar of said board of survey, then the survey shall be 
made by the city engineer and tha chief engineer of tha 
fire department of Boston, and in case of disagreement 
they shall choose a third person. 
lnipiKiiir mmj Whenever the report of any such surrey, had as afora- 
rf^^S™ ""^1 sli^'l declare tha structure to be unsafe or dangerous 
DcclKtar to life or iimb, the inspector of buildings shall, upon con- 
1973. c. nt. tinned refusal or neglect of the owner or other interested 
tit- party, cause such unsafe or dangerous structure to be 

taken down or otherwise made safe ; and tha costs and 
chains shall become a lien npon said estate, to be col- 
lected according to law, but without prejudice to the right 
which the owner thereof may have to' recover the same 
flrom any lessee or other person liable for the expense of 
repairs ; provided that nothing herein contained sliall au- 
thorize the recovery by the lessor or the lessee of the cost 
of any charges which may have been rendered necessary 
through the default or negligence of the lessor, or through 
want of repair or defects existing in said premises at the 
It of the lease. 
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Upon the citation of any strQctore as unsafe or dan- Ltahuiij C3i 
gerouB, by tho inspector of boildings, if the owner or other n,,^, ,^ 
intereeted party, being notified thereof in writing, shall 1873, cssa, 
refuse or neglect to cause tbe said structure to be taken 
down or otherwise mads safe, said owner or other inter- 
eiled party shall forfeit to the nse of said city, for every 
day's continuance of said refusal or neglect, a snm not less 
than ten nor more than flily dollars ; said snra to be re- 
GOTcrable as debts are now by law recoverable. 

Any owner or other interested person ^grieved by any " 
such order may, within three days after the service thereof ,, 
npon him, apply for a jury to tho superior court, if sitting i^e-«*. 
In the county, or to any justice thereof in vacation. The 
court or justice shall issue a WHrrnnt for a jury to be 
empanelled by the sheriff within fourteen days from 
the date of the warrant, in the manner provided in chap- 
ter forty-three of tb« General Statutes relating to high- 

The jury may affirm, annul, or alt«r such order, and i"^"''*^ 
the sherifl* shall return the verdict to the next term of the Dnjerof in- 
court for acceptance, and, being accepted, it shall take •P'^'- 
effect as an original order. j 17. 

If the order is affirmed, costs shall be taxed against the ^■'■' 
applicant; if it is annulled, the applicant shall recover ju, 
damages and costs against the city, if it is altered in part, 
the court may render Buch judgment as to costs as jus- 
tice may require. 

Nothing contained in the three preceding sections shall ^''"l. 
be construed to bar the right of the city to recover the lu.' 
penalty enacted in section thirteen,' for the continuance 
of the refusal or neglect of the owner or owners, or other 
interested party or parties, to cause the structure in qne«- 
tion to be taken down or otherwise mode safe, unless the 
order is annulled by the jury ; but in default of such annul- 
ment, the city shall have the right to recover said penalty 
from the day of the original notice as enacted in said sec- 
tion. 



°— 'Cot^gk- 



In cAse tha bailding oi ■tmctnre cited as nn»afb or 

dangerous shall be In procesB of erection, alteration, or 
repair, it (hall be lawAil for the eupreme judicial court, 
or any justice thereof, either in term-time or racation, to 
issue forthwith an injunction restraining further progress 
In the work on said building until the facta of the case 
•hall have been ioTestigated and determined aa herein 
provided. 
'- If any building in tba city of Boston shall appear, upon 
1 examination by the inspector of buildings, to be specially 
' dangerous to life or limb to members of the flre depart- 
ment or lo citiiens in case of Are, by reason of insufficient 
tliictcness of trails, overloaded Qoors, defective construc- 
tion, or other causes, 'sucli building shall be held and 
taken to be dangerous within the meaning of and subject 
to all the protisione of this act ; and the inspector of build- 
^ ings, besides proceeding as herein before provided, may 
affix a notice of the dangerous character of the structure 
to a conspicuous place on the exterior wall of said build- 
ing. 
>- Any person or persons removing such notice, so affixed, 
shall be liable to a penalty of not less than tea nor more 
than fifty dollars for each and every offence. 



In any building hereafter to be erected, to be occupied 

as a tenement or lodging house, in which the lower part 
is intended to be used for business or manufacturing pur- 
poses of any kind, or which is intended to be occupied by 
more than four families, the hull partitions, bora the 
cellar to the second Soar, shall be built of brick. 
' Any building already erected, or that may hereafter be 
' erected, in which operatives are employed in any of the 
stories above the second story, shall be provided with 
such fire-escapes as shall be directed and approved by 
the inspector of buildings. And the owner or owners of 
any building upon which any fire-escapes may now be, or 
may hereafter be, erected, shall keep the same in good re- 
pur and well painted. And no person shall at any time 
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place any incumbrance of any kind whatever upon any isTtcsri, 
of aaid flre-escapes now ecected, or tliat may hereafter be ^ '** 
erected in said city. 

It shall be the duty of the inspector of baildings to in- rm-aainn 
spect all dwelliog-honses now erected in the city of Boa- ,„ ^f^.^' 
ton, occupied by two or more families on any of the floors buUdlDgi. 
above the second .floor from the level of the street, and c^'' 
any building now erected an.d occupied as a hotel, board- 
ing or lodging house, factory, miLl, or mannfactory, or 
for offices or workshops, in which persons are employed 
in any of the stories above the second story; and, if in his 
opinion snch building is not provided with proper facilities laftOotU 
for the escape of such persons in case of Are, he shall im- "" 'O''"™"- 
mediately serve a notice in writing upon the owner or 
owners, agent, or other party or parties having an interest 
in said building, reqniring such facilities to be provided 
wlthont delay. 

If the person or persons so notifled shall refuse or ufMiiiHMfcr 
neglect to provide such facilities to the satisfaction of p^^^™," 
said inspector, within such time as the inspector may ninejnuo-iw 
designate, then such a survey of the premises shall be had Jj^j^jj, j^i 
as provided by section thirteen of this act. 

If the report of snch survey shall reijuire the furnishing Riimrt u 
of the facilities as aforesaid, the requisite changes or alter- ]^^ji^^'^. 
ations in the building shall be particularly specified ; and triBtiuiii. 
the inspector of buildings shall, upon the continued jj*'' 
neglect or refusal of the owner or owners, or other party 
or parties interested in said building, cause such changes 
or alterations to be made, in the manner and subject to 
all the provisions specified and contained in sections four- 
teen to nineteen, inclusive, of this act. [Chap. 298, 
1873.] 



Whenever it shall be reported to the inspector of build- 
ings of the city of Boston that any church, theatre, hall, 
or other building or structure used, or intended to be 
used, temporarily or permanently, foranypublic purpose, 
or any ichool-houae or school-room, public or private. 
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■*"=' within the ciij of BoBton, is deficient in proper faciljliee 
c. oa, s 1- °^ efp"es« in CAae of fire or accident, either in the number, 
wid til, con at ruction, or arrnngement of the en trances, allies, 
paasage-wajs, or atoir-trayBi or b; reason of inner doors 
opening inwnrd, or ft'om anj other cause whatever, aris- 
ing fVom the manner of construction or repair on the 
premisea, it shall be the duly of the said inspector of 
buildings to inspect the same, and, if in his judgment they 
nor are bo deBcient, he shall notify the owner or owners, 
'•lio- occapant, lessee, or other persons having charge thereof, 
when and require of him or them such increased tkcilities of 
Hur. egress as in the judgment of the inspector the security 
C'W.si. of the public in life and limb, in cose of fire or accident, 
ma; require. The person or persons lo notified shall be 
allowed forty-eight hoars from the time of the service of 
the notice to begin the alterations required by the notice ; 
aud he or they shall employ sufficient labor to accomptiali 
the same as expeditiously as may be. If he or they shall 
refuse or neglect to comply with the requirements of said 
notice, as aforesaid, then a survey of the premises shall 
be made In the manner set forth in the thirteenth section 
of chapter two hundred and ninety-eight of the acta of the 
c miT year eighteen hundred and seventy- three. Upon the re- 
torn port of the board of eurvcy. If the same shall declare that 
''^!j' '"''' Ptemises are deficient in proper facilities of egress in 
nri. case of fire or accident, and upon the continued neglect 
■■•s. SI. or refusal of the owner or owners, occupant, lessee, or 
other person having charge thereof, to provide the requi- 
site increased facilities of egress, then it shall be lawful 
for the supreme judicial court to issue an injunction for- 
bidding or limiting the use of the premieea in such manner 
as the safety of the public or of persons using tlie same 
may require. Such owner or owners, occupant, leasee, or 
other person having charge of the premises, shall like- 
wise be liable to a penalty of not leaa than ten dollars 
tfSir nor more than fifty dollars, for every day's continuance 
DHM- of neglect or refusal to comply with the original notice of 
lUi™. jiia inspector of buildings, to be recovered by the city of 
:.«,{!. Boston in an action of tort. 
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Whenever it ehall appear to the inipector of buildinga i87a,c.»B,Si- 
of the citjr of Boston that in an; of the buildings or 
stTuctnrpa, ot portions thereof, mentioned in the fore- 
going aection, the securitj of the public is either tern pi>- 
rarily or permanently endangered hy the use of eouibua- ComiiuBiiiie 
tible stuff or materials, or that benches, chairs, stooli, or (miiiingj .nc 
other ohstnictions are either temporarily or permanently obanKiiom 
placed in the aisles or pagaage-ways thereof, in such a man- ^,^^^^ 
ner as to prevent free egress in case of Are or accident dur- mrttaft 
ing the time when the same shall be opened to the public ; ui^"n^p^1 
or that benches, ch^rs, or settees are either temporarily l^^c-OtH 
or permanently so arranged as not to afford proper passage 
between them, and sufficient egress in case of fire or acci- 
dent; or that outer doors opening inward are not Icept open 
when such buildings or structures are used by the public ; 
the Bud inspector shall notify the owner or owners, lessee, 
occupant, or other person having charge of the premises, 
and require him or them to make the premises safe ; and 
if he or they shall refuse or neglect to do so, he or they 
shall bo liable to a penalty of not less than fifty dollars, rcuiijfor 
nor more than five hundred dollars, for each offence, to """^ 
be recovered by the city of Boston in an action of tort. 

All outer doors of buildings and structures mentioned 
in section one of this act shall be kept open when such !)(.]„,„„« 
buildings or structure are used by Ibe public, unless such "V"^ oiin™rf 
doors open outwards, and eicept that fly-doors, open- 
ing both ways, may be kept closed. All inner doors of 
such buildings and structures shall be made so as to open 
ontwarda. 

All factories and manufacturing establishments, three ^,,^^1,,,,^ 
or mora stories in height, in which forty or more persona ""^ nre-a- 
are employed, unless supplied with a sufficient number of 1977,^211, 
tower stair- way a, shall be provided with sufflcient Are- S"- 
escapes, properly construoled upon the outside thereof, ju,' 
and connected with the interior by doors or windows, with isss. t IM, 
suitable landings at every story above the first, including 
the attic, if the same is occupied for work-rooms. Such 
fire-escapes shall be kept in good repair, and free from 
obstmction. Fire-escapes existing on the first day of 
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'' July in the jear eigbteen hnndred and aeTentj-aeTen 
need not be changed in consequence of the proTisions of 
this section, nnless such change ie necessary for the pro- 
tection of life. Cities may by ordinance prOTide that the 
pruTisiona of this section relating to fire-escapes slmll ap- 
ply to all buildings three or more etoriea in height within 
their limlta. 

I. Every room above the second story in factories or work- 
shops in which fiye or more operatives are employed 
ihall, except as provided in the following section, he pro- 
vided with more than one way of egress by stair-ways oa 
the Inside or outside of the building; and sach stair-ways 
shall be, as nearly aa may be practicable, at opposite ends 
of the room. - 

Stair-ways on the outside of the bnilding shall have 
suitable railed landings at each atory above the first, and 
shall connect with each story of the building by doors or 
windows opening ontwardly ; and inch doors, windows, 
and landings shall be kept at all times clear of obstruc- 

■ A factory or workshop which before the fifteenth day 
of April in the year eighteen hundred and eighty had 
proper fire-escapes, in accordance with section fifteen, 
need not conform to the provisions of the preceding sec- 
tion, unless since such fire-escapes were coDatrncted there 
have been such changes in the building or in the 
number of persons employed therein aa to make it, in the 
opiniOD of the inspectors, necessary for the protection of 
life. 

1, Said inspectors may accept such other provision for 
escape, in case of Are, instead of those required in sec- 
tion sixteen, as may seem to them to he ample for the 
purpose; but women or children shall not be employed 
above the second story in a room from which there is 
only one way of egress. 

All the main doors, both inside and outside, in factories 

i. shall open outwardly when the inspectors of factories in 

*■ writing so direct. Each story shall be amply supplied 
with means for extinguishing flre. 
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All churcheg, school-rooms, hotela, halli, theatres, and Rhim^ 
oilier baildinga used for public assemblieB, shall hare churhei 
means of egrens approred bj said inapectore, and all is"."'! 
doors to the main entrances in such buildings shall swing j'ai. 
outwardly if said inspectors in writing ao direct. No i***** 
portable seats shall be allowed in the aiales or passage- 
ways of any such building during any serrice or enter- 
tainment held therein. Erery building three or more 
stories in height, whole or in part ased, occupied, leased, 
or rented, or designed to be used, occupied, leased, or 
rented for a tenement to be occupied by more than four 
fkmilies, or a lodging-house, shall be provided with a 
sufficient means of escape in case of Are, to be approved 
by the inspector of factories and public buildings. 

No eirplosive or inflammable componnd shall be used in Foteipl 
any factory in such place or manner as to obstruct or X?"!^"! 
render liazardous the egress of operatives in case of Are. p. s. c. i 
Any person or corporation being the owner, lessee, or if'L,HH 
occupant of a manufacturing establishment, factory, or wr, c^i 
workshop, or owning or controlling the use of any build- [^{'°|| 
ing or room mentioned in section twenty, shall, for the iMS.ca 
violation of any provision of sections thirteen to twenty- 
one, inclusive, be punished by a fine of not less than fifty 
nor more than five hundred dollars, and shall also be 
liable for alt damages suOered by ao employ^ by reason 
of such violation; but no criminal prosecution shall be 
made for such violation nntil four weeks after notice in 
writing by an inspector of factories and public buildings 
of an; changes necessary to be made to comply with the 
provisions of said sections has been sent by mail or deliv- 
ered to such person or corporation ; nor then, if in the 
meantime such changes have been made in accordance 
with such notiScation. 

Notice to one member of a firm, or to the clerk or 
treasurer of a corporatipn owning, leasing, occupying, or 
controlling, as aforesaid, shall be deemed a safflcient 
notice, under this section, to all the members of such firm 
or to such corporation- 
Nothing in ^B section shall be so construed ai to pro- 
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<^i^ Iiibit a penon injared from bringing ui action to recoTer 
damages for his injnrlea. 



Hoirimri. Tn any itore or building in Boatott, in which there sliall 

w«u-S(rfMMi eii>t or be placed any hoiBtwaj, elevator, or well-hole, 
ba pnudHi. the openings thereof through and upon each floor of the 
i«Hc.a»,S». ^^ij building ehall be provided with and protected by a 
good and substantial railing, and euch good and safficient 
trap-doors with which to close the same, as maj be di- 
rected and approved by the inspector of buildings ; and 
■uch trap-doors shall be kept closed at all times eScept 
when in actual use bj the occupant or occupants of tbe 
building having tbe uee and control of the same. 

For any neglect or violation of the provisions of this 
section a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars foe 
each and every offence may be imposed upon the owner, 
lessee, or occupant of said bailding. 



pinnluto No building shall be erected hereafler in an; part of 

DlH ^KiMi 'I"^ '''*? "^ Boston without a permit being flrat obtained 
tram (nip«. ^m the inspector of buildings : and no addition or alter- 
mi, c. »), >tion to any building, subject to the regalations of this act, 
liL shall be made without a permit from said inspector [and 

said inspector shall designate, in all permits for the erac- 
tion of new buildings the grade below which the floor of 
the basement story of said building shall not be laid].' 
'"■P"*"" The inspector of buildings shall not give a permit for 
orhaiii, etc tbe erection of any building to be used for public assem- 
Wri.tsso, blies until he has carefully inspected the plans and speci- 
fications thereof, and ascertained that tbe building has 
sufficient strength, and that the means of ingress and 
egress are saffloient; and a copy of said gpecificatioas 
shall he deposited 9n the ofBce of said inspector. 

■ ModUMbrCluipHrSrT.LswKiflsrt. SHArpeodlxD. 
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If in any case the inspector sball lee fit to prohibit the Copro'<i«i:i- 
eiection or altfration of any building according to the dapoaiud. 
plnne aa submitted, and such decision shall appear to the Ownaot 
owner or architect to be unreasonable, the owner orarcbi- "jMiftom 
tect shall have the righl of appeal to a edmniittee of five d»«i"iiinof 
experts, who ghall be architects, engineers, or inaster- 
buildera, two of whom shall be chosen b; the s^d owner or 
architect, aad two by the inspector of buildings, the fifth 
one to be chosen by the other four ; and their decision shall 
be final. 

Upon a license being granted by the mayor and board of ^"j^"^ 
aldermen of the city of Boston for the erection of a stenm- rium-wum, 
boiler, eneine or fiirnaco for meltinc trlass, iron, or other "ciiol" 
metal, in any building in the said city, the person or per- im^mtDr. 
SODS receiving said license shall, before setting, erecting, I^'"'"'' 
or placing said boiler, engine, or furnace, file an applica- 
tion for n permit therefor with the inspector of buildings, 
who shall prescribe such regulation for the setting or plac- 
ing thereof as the public safety may require, and no per- 
lon or periong shall ertet, tet, or place any boiler, engitie, 
furnace or oven, icilhoui a permit from said inipeeior. 

[For act relating to engines and boilers, see Appen- 
dix A. 

For act relating to stable license, see Appendix B. 

Fur rules and regulations in relation to the construction 
of ooal-holes,TauUB, etc., under sidewalks, see Appendix C. 

For act to establish a grade in the city of Boston, see 
Appendiji D, 

For ordinance in relation to vanlta and drains, see Ap- 

For rules to regulate the moving of buildings, see Ap- 
pendix F. 

For ordinance regulating the construction, manage- 
ment, and inspection of hoiatwajs and elcTators, see 
''Revised Ordinances." 

For rules and regulations governing the erection, etc.i 
of electric lights, see Appendix G. 

Permits to occupy the atreet for building purposes must 
be obtained from the inspector of boildingi.] 
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There is hereby created in the cit; of Bostun an ex- 
ecalive department, to be known and designated as the 
Department for the Surrej and Inspection of Building, 
which shall have charge of enforcing the several provi- 
Biona of tliia act. 

And the said department shall be provided with offic* 
room and all tlis nccessaiy inppiies for the proper trans- 

The chief officer of the eaid department for the survej' 
and inspection of buildings ahall be called the. inspector 
of buildinga. 

He shall be appointed bj the mayor, and conflrmed by 
the city council. 

He shall hold office for the term of three years, or until 
his successor shall take office, but may be sooner removed 
by the city council for malfeasance, incapacity, or neglect 
of duty. 

The subordinate officers of the said department shall 

, consist of a clerk, and such number of assistant-inspectors 
as the city council may from time to time determine, all 
of whom ahall he appointed by the inspector, with the ap- 
proval of the mayor. The flsaistant-inspectoca and clerk 
shall hold office for the term of two years, but may he 
sooner removed by the inspector, with the approval of the 
mayor, for malfeasance, incapacity or neglect of duty. 

'• The inspector and assistant-inspectors of the depart- 
ment for the survey and inspection of buildings in the 
city of Boston shall be able and experienced architects, 

^ builders, or mechanics, competent to perform all the duties 
of the office to which they are appointed, and such in- 
spectors shall not be employed or engaged in any other 

ImpectlaD of bulMlnsa, Lh« tJiore elTKtaiil pKTFOtEonDf Or, and the betivr pKKT- 
ntlonofUieliftimdprDpertyLnBoBtDn/' The Ada Id additioii to. nnd fur Dm 

HHion)! i«re.c.nei is;s.c.s39^ tmc>»! ia;a,ci7S^i3n,c.iiniis»,t.!9i! 
ust, e. »ei p. &, t. iH, fl ai-»>. 
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If be interested in any contract oi 
building or for furnishing materiAls. 



It sball be the duty of the inapector of bnitdiogi to sign i><i<T<>f 
all certificntes and notices reqnired to lie issued under ^"^^^a. 
this act from said department. uri.t.nMr. 

To make letami of all riolationi, except those men- 
tioned in section fifty (see 1872, c. 360, S 4), to the ci^ 
solicitor for proiecntioii. 

To haTekept in proper books for that purpose a regi»- 
ter of all transactions of said department. 

To snbmit to the city council a half-yearly statement in 
detail of such transactions. 

To enter upon the premises wherein any fire has oc- 
curred, if necessary, in order to inrestigate the ori^n of 
the flre- 

And further, to perform such other duties as are herein 
required of him. 

He shall also haxe a general supervision and direction 
OTer the subordinate officers of the department. 

The inspector of bnildings shall hav^fol! power to pass Powwiopmn 
upon any question, arising under the proyisiona of this h^"*'"*" 
act, relative to the manner of construction, or materials i»!,c.37i, 
to be used in the erection, alteration, or repair of any ' ' 
building in the city of Boston; and he may require that 
plana of the propoaed erection, alterations, or repairs shall 
be submitted for inspection before issuing his permit; 
provided, however, that should any question arise between Rfftneiiii 
the inspector of buildings and the owner or architect of^j^JJJ^ 
any building, or should the owner or architect object to •ii«b«wMm 
any order or decision of said inspector, the matter shall ^J^^' 
be referred to a.committee of three persons, who shall be 
either architects or master-bailciers, one (o be chosen by 
the inspector of buildings, one by the owner or other in- 
terested party, and these two shall chonse a third, and the 
decision of these referees, submitted in writing, sliall be 
final and conclusire in the premises. 
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AiiinnttD- The AiaUtant-inspecton of bnltdlngs, if such officers 

^^"1""*'" are appointed, sliall, under the ciiraction of the inspector 

wi, c. w.jg. of buildings, attend all firea occurring in the districts to 

which they are respectively asslBncd, and report to the 

chief or nssiatAnt engineer of the fire department present 

all information they may have relative to the construction 

and condition of the premises on fire, and also any such 

information relating to the adjoining buildings. 

inipKlDTind The inspector or asslBtant-inspectors shall examine all 

wmuli]- buildings in the course of erection, alteration, or repair 

•miM build, throughout the city as often as practicable, and shall make 

^ -Mil g ' '*c'"'<' of *11 violations of any of the several divisions 

of this act, together vith the street and number where 

snch violations are found, the names of the owner, lessee, 

occupants, architect, and master mechanics, and all other 

matters relative thereto. 

It shall aUo be the duty of the inspector or aaaistanl' 
inspectors to examine all bnidings reported dangerous, 
or damaged by fire or accident, and to make a record of 
such ezaminatioas, including the nature and amount of 
such damage, with the name of the street and number of 
the building, the names of owner, lessee, and for what 
purpose occupied, and, in case of fire, the probable origin 
thereof; to examine all buildings under application to 
raise, enlarge, alter, or build upon, and to make a record 
of the condition of the same. Said records shall always 
be open to the inspection of the engineers of the fire de- 
partment, or any offlcei of the city. 
^^L?»d£ In the absence of the inspector of buildings, one of the 
f^l^gf assistant-inspectors may be appointed by him to ai 






deputy, with tiie same powers exercised by him. 
'r All the officers appointed under this act shall, go far as 
may be necessary for .the performance of their respecdve 
duties, have the right to enter any building or premises in 
the city of Boston. 

The compensation of the officers appointed under this 
act shall be flxed by the city council of Boston. 

The facts and returns relative to steam-boilers required 
to be ascertained and made to the 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



leetion ninety-two of chapter el ere n of the public elatates ms,c. 
shall be Rscerttuned and made in the citj of Boston by 
theinapeclor of build ingi, and not by 



If any person or persons, whether owner or owners, f< 
contrnctoT or coDtractors, builder or builders, shall begin 
to erect, construct, build, or alter any building or structure "> 
within the city of Boston, without first obtaining a permit . . 
from the inspector of buildings of eaid city, such person >s 
or persons shall forfeit and pay the aum of not less than ' 
one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars 
for each and every snch olTence; and if any person or 
persons, as aforesaid, shall proceed to complete any build- 
ing or structure in the city of Boston, without having the 
same inspected as by law required, or shall violate any or 
either of the provisions of this act, or of the act of which 
this act is an amendment, or of any other act in amend- 
ment thereof, for the violation of which no other penalties 
are therein or herein before provided, he or they shall for- 
feit and pay not less than one hundred dollars and not 
more than one thousand dollars for each and every sach 
violation, and the further sum of ono hundred dollars for 
each and every week that he or they shall maintain any 
building or structure in violation of any provision of this 
act, or of the act of which this act is an amendment, or 
of any other act in amendment thereof. 

All penalties under this act shall be recoverable by the p< 
city of Boston in an action of tort. ^ 

If any person or persons, whether owner or owners, loi 
contractor or contractors, builder or builders, shall erect 
or alt«r any building or structure in the city of Boston, in 
violation of any or either of the provisions of this act, or 
of the act of which this act is an amendment, or of any 
amendment thereof, or in violHtion of any ordinance 
enacted by the city council of the city of Boston, under 
Authority given it by chapter two hundred and eighty of 
the taws of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one. 
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or of tnj lair or laws in addition thereto or amendment 
thereof, it shall be lawful for the supreme judicial court, 
or anj jastice thereof, either in term-time or in vacation, 
to issne forthwith an injnnction reatraining Buoh person 
or persons from farther progress in said work, until the 
fact* of the case shall have been inTCBtdgated and deter- 
mined; and if it shall appear to said court or to anj 
jaatice thereof, upon such inTesdgation, that such build- 
ing or structure does not in all respects conform to the 
provisions of this act, and of the act of which this act is 
an amendment, and of all amendments thereof, said conrt 
or justice shall issue an injunction to restrain the con- 
tinuance of the workupoD such building or structure, and 
shall order the remoral, witliin a time to be fixed by said 
court or justice, of so much of said building or structure 
as may be decreed b; said court or justice to be in viola- 
tion of the provisions of this act, or of the act of which 
thi* act is an amendment, or of any act in amendment 
thereof. 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



APPENDICES. 



APPENDIX A. 

Sieam Engines, Famacu, and Boiler$. 

Sbotios 40. No furaace for melting iron or making sv 
gloaa, and no atatioDarj ateam-engine designed for use io ^^ 
a mill for planing or sawing boards or turning Tood, or In <» 
which any other fuel than coal is used t« create steam, '' 
shall be erected or put up to be used in a city or town g. 
which adopts this and the eight following sections, or has '' 
adopted the corresponding eectiooB of earlier statutes, at 
a legal meeting of the eitj council of the city, or the in- 
habitants of the town called for that purpose, unless the 
mayor and aldermen or selectmen thereof hare granted a 
license therefor prescribing the place where the building 
shall be erected in which the steam-engine or furnace is 
to be used, and the materials and construction thereof, 
with such regulations as to the height of flaes and protec- 
tion against fire as tfaey deem necessary for the safety of 
the neighborhood. Such license may be granted on a 
written application, and ihalt be recorded in the records 
of the city or town. 

Sbct, 41. Upon application for such license, the mayor Pi 
and aldermen or selectmen shall assign a time and place |^ 
for the consideration of the same, and cause at least lie 
fouKeen days' public notice thereof to be given, at the ei- ** 
pens* of the applicant, in such manner as they may direct 
in order that all persons interested may be heard thereon. 
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■tnaiiipii Sect. *3. In t, cit? or town which adopt* < 

,q,„],^ toTtj to forty-eight, inclaiire, or has adopted the cnrre- 

*~''**^ Bponding section* of enrlier itntutes, nl a legal meeting of 
i.s.'n.S)>. ^^' '^'V council of the cit; or the inhabitantJi of the town 
called for that purpoae, ths major and aldermen or select- 
raen, afler dne notice in writing to the owner of *uch 
Iteam-engine or furnace, except for making glass, erected 
or iu use therein before the time of such adaption, and a 
hearing of (he matter, may adjudge the same to be dan- 
gerous or a nuisance to the neighborhood, and make ani] 
record an order prescribing such rules, restrictions, and 
alterations as to the building in which the same is con- 
structed or used, the construction and height of its smoke 
flues, with such other regnlations as they may deem neces- 
sary for the safety of the neighborhood ; and the city or 
town-clerk shall deliver a copy of such order to ■ consta- 
ble, who shall serve on the owner an attested copy there- 
of, and mnke return of his doing* thereon to said clerk 
within three days f^om the delivery thereof to him. 
liipalul Sect. 43. An owner of a steam-engine or flimace who 
'™"*'°<' is aggrieved by sach order may within three days after the 
]. s.8a.ise. service upon him of such order apply to the superior court, 
*"■ *'■ '" or a justice thereof in vacation, for a jury ; and the court 
iuii!us; lit or justice sliall issue a warrant for a jury to be empao- 
S** aa stf* *"^ ^^ '^* sheriff within fourteen days from the issuing 
of the warrant, in like manner a* i* provided in chapter 
forty-nine in regard to the laying out of highways ; or, 
instead thereof, if the applicant so elects, and after *nch 
notice as the couj*t or justice shall order to the adverse 
par^ or parties, shall direct a trial to be had at the bar of 
the superior court, in the same manner as othercivll case* 
as there tried by jnry, 
lotoncUon Sbct. 44. The court or justice, on granting the appll- 

>m i-v- gation f„r a jury, may issue an injunction restraining the 
s. H. 88, s ». further use of such engine or famace until the final deter- 
mination of the application. 

Sect. 45. The jury may And a verdict either affirming 
or annulling the order in flill, or making alterations there- 
in ; which verdict shall be returned by the sheriff, if the 
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trial U had before him, to the next term of the conrt for o- s. ss, { t7. 
acceptance as in the case of highwaya; and the verdict, 
whether before the Bheriffor in the saperior court, whea 
accepted, shall take efFbct as an original order. 

Sect. 46. If the order is afflrmed, costs shall be recor- voiUetat 
ered by the citj or town against the applicant; if it is j^'.^j^ 
annulled, damages and costs shall be recovered b; the 
applicant against the city or townj and if it is altered, the 
court maj render such judgment as to costs a« to justice 
shall appertain. 

Sect. iJ. No stationary en^e, propelled by steam or suiaurj 
other motire power, shall be hereafter erected or put up ^i!w"^J'„ 
for use in a city or town in which this section or chapter etc., 
seventy-four of the statutes of the year eighteen hundred i!^','' 
and sixty-two has been adopted in the manner provided 
in section forty of this chapter, within five hundred feet 
of a dwelling-house or public building, unless a license 
therefor has been first granted and recorded in a manner 
herein provided. 

Sbct. 48. A steam-engine or furnace erected or used 8i«ni-tngiiM 
contrary to the provisions of the eight preceding sections, ,„o„ ,[^ 
ifaall be deemed a common nuisance; arnfthe mayor and (i.h.ss,(«. 
sldennen or selectmen may remove the same in the same 
manner as boards of health may remove nuisances under 
sections twenty-one, twenty-two, and twenty-three of chap- 
ter oigbty. 

Sect. 49. The Are oommissioners of the city of 
Boston, the mayor and aldermen of any other city, or 
the selectmen of a town, or any person by them anthor- 
ized, may, after notice to the parties interested, examine Miybeci- 
any steam-en^ne or steam-boiler therein, whether fixed'"''*', 
or portable; and for that purpose may enter any house, bidden, 
shop, or building; and if upon examination it appears prob- !Lg'iu'^ 
able that the use of such engine or boiler is unsafe, they 
may issue a temporary order to suspend sucii use ; and 
if, after giving the parties interested, so far as known, an 
opportunity to be heard, they adjudge such engine or 
boiler unsafe or defective or unfit to be used, they may 
past a permanent order prohibiting the use thereof until 
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' it ii rendered lafe. ir, ftfter nodce to the owner or ptr- 
■on haring cbarge Iheraaf, Buch engine or boiler ia used 
contrary to either of (uch orderi, it ehall be deemed a 
common nuisance, without any other proof thereof than 
it! uie. 

Sbct. 60. The fire commiisioner*, mayor nnd alder- 
men and aelectmen, may abate or remove a iteam-en^oe 
or steam-boiler erected or uied contrary to the proviaions 
of the preceding lection in the lame manner as boards of 
health may remove nuisances, under sectioua twenty-one, 
twenty-two, and twenty-three of chapter eighty. 

" Sect. SI. No pcrion shall manofacture, set up, nse, 
or cause to be used, a steam-boiler, unless it is provided 

. witli a fiiiible safety-plug made of lead or some other 
eqtuilly fusible material, and of a diameter of not less 
than one-half HO inch, placed in the roof of the flre-boi, 
when a fire-box is used, and in all cases in a part of 
the boiler fully exposed to the action of the Sre, and as 
near the top of the water-line as any part of the flre-sar- 
face of the boiler ; and for this purpose Ashcroft's " pro- 
tected safety fusible ping" may be uaed._ 

Sect. £2. Whoever, without just and proper cause 
removes from a boiler the safety-plng thereof, or sub- 

. Btitutes therefor any material more capable of relisting 
the action ot the fire than the plug so removed, shall bo 
punished by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sect. 63. Whoever manufaclurei, sets up, or know- 
ingly uses or causes to be used for six consecutive days, a 
steam-boiler unprovided with a safety fusible plug, M 
described in section fifty-one, shall be punished by fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars. 
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APPENDIX B. 

An Act concerning fht Erection of Stable* in the City of 
Borlon. 

[Crapibs S69 OF THB Acts of thb Tear 1869.] 
BeU enacted, etc., ai fallows: — 

Sectioh 1. No person ahall hereafter erect, occiip7,or 
Qse any building for a stable in the city of Boston, except 
In Bucli place ta the board of aldermen of said city ihall 
ilrit in vriting approve and direct, and every person lO 
erecting, using, or occupying a building without such ap- 
proval, shall forfeit a suin not exceeding fifty dollars, for 
evary month he so uses or occupies such building, aud in 
like proportion for a longer or shorter time ; this act Shalt 
not apply to any stable now erected, occupied, or used, so 
long as the same is not enlarged or rebuilt. 

SxcT. 2. The supreme judicial court, or any justice 
thereof, either in term-time or vacaljon, may issue an in- 
junction to prevent the erection, occupancy, or use of any 
stable contrary to the provisions of this act. 

Sect. S. This act shall take effect in three months 
after its passage. [^Approved June 9, lSfl9.] 

Aw Act relative to the rebuilding and improvement of cbng.ias. 

Stable* in the City of Boston. ""' 

Be it enacted, etc., a* follow*: — 

Sbotioh I. Any stable now or hereafter legally eiist- subiaiatb 
ing in the City of Boston, may, with the consent of the ^"^ 
mayor and aldermen of said city, be rebuilt, enlarged, and 
improved, in accordance with tlie provisions of chapter 
two hundred and eighty of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-one, and the several acts in amend- 
ment tbereof regnlating the construction of buildings in 
the said city. 

SiCT. 2. This act shall take effete upon its passage. 
X_Approvtd April -26, 1878.] 
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APPENDIX a 
Rktisu) Ordhtaucks, Chatteb 6. 
Of Coal-holtt and Vaulti Mnder Sidettalkt. 
I Sectioh 1. The luperintendeat of etreeU may uiae 
" the JioeneM mentioned In section thirteen of chapter twen- 
ty-six of the Kerised Ordinances, for the making excava* 
tiona or openings in etreets or under sidewalks ; and all 
such licenses shall be aubjectto the provisions of this chap- 
ter, a cop7 of which shall be printed on each license, and 
a violation of any of said provisions shall work a forfeit- 
ure of all privileges granted by the license. All such li- 
censes may at any time be revoked by the board of alder- 

Sbct. 2, No such license shall be granted except upon 
an application in writing, signed by the applicant and 
getting forth the dimensions of the proposed eicavalion or 

*- opening and the purpose for which it is to be used; and 
the applicant shall also be rei^uired to sign, before the li- 
cense is granted, an agreement t« conform on his part to 
all the provisions and requirements of this chapter. 

Sect. 3. Every coal-bole and vault ander a sidewalk 
shall be constructed as follows : The outer wall next to 
the carriage-way or road-way shall bo formed of heayy 
granite, of not less than two and one-half feet in tliick- 

t. ness, and shall be laid with good cement; and no part 
thereof shall project beyond the edgestone; the sidea 
shall be at least one foot thick, and composed of good 
hard bricks or granite blocks, laid in cement mortar; the 
top shall be formed eitlier by a hrick arch or arches, 
turned In agood and substantial manner, or by rough-ham- 
mered granite, at least one foot thick, or by blue stone, or 
North-river flag-stone, at least six inches thick, or by iron 
and glass, or rough-aurface iron, similar in character to 
the "Hyatt Light," so called. Each coal-hole or vault 
thus constructed shall not exceed eleven feet in depth, 
measuring from the top of the sidewalk. The opening in 
a sidewalk over a coal-hole or vault shall not exceed 
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eierhteen inchea in diameter, and shall be covered with a sno.p.ns. 
■nbstantial iron ptaW, with ft rough eurfaoe, to prevent ac- 
cidents. The entire construction of all coal-holes or raulU 
thallbesubject to the direction and supervision of the super- 
intendent of streets, or of ench other person at the board 
of aldermen ma; designate. When a coal-slide is placed 
in a sidewalk, it shall be constracted with at leaat eight- 
inch hrick walls laid in good cement mortar, and the whole 
*hsli be covered as before mentioned. 

SicT. 4. The owner and tenant of the estate in ttoM Ovaaua 
of which a coal-hole or vault is constructed shall be re- uLtoh,^ 
sponsible to the city for an; and all damages to persons or ipiiiiillih eir 
property in consequence of any defect in the construction ["'"Jl^l,"''". 
of such coal-hole or vault, or by meansof thesameor any (.DictrnuU 
portion thereof being allowed to remain out of repair; i"in»i"">of 
and luch owner and tenant shall be required to keep "ko.[>.rH. 
the sud coal-hole or vault, and its walla and coverings, 
in good order at all times. 

Sect. B. The occupant of the estate in front of which a (xkhpshi at 
coal-hole or vault is eonstruoted shall he held responsible " 
to the city for an; and all damages occasioned to persons duDign 
or property in consequence of the opening in the sidewalk "™^Iit 
being left uncovered, or from the covering thereof being ],ole, <tc., 
left insecure or unfastened; and such occupant shall he "i*"- 
required to keep such coal-hole or vault-cover iu good 
order and safe for public travel over the same. 

Sect 6. No boiler, steam-shait, furnace, or steam-pipe, OaUia ihinii 
and no cesspool, privy, or water-closet shall be constructed ^^^ i„ ^^_ 
or located for use in a coal-hole or vault under a sidewalk; >"•'"• «'. 
no eiplosive substance or inflammable oE shall he stored ** '" 
in lach a coal-hole or vault, and no such coal-hole or 
vault shall be ventilated into a street. 

Suet. 7. Any excavation under sidewalk, whether AMermni 
licensed or not, shall, after one week's notice to that effect, ^ ^f^!;^'''°' 
given b; the board of aldermen, be closed and filled up jljj'j?,^^,^^ 
at the owner's eipense. *■ » "■ p- "■■ 

Sect. 8. When a coal-hole or vault under a sidewalk, ^iJfJSJi™ 
or when an opening constructed in a sidewalk, is not cov- ^"^rf^od- 
ered or secured as provided in section three, or is in the I^IJ^I^tjj. 
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>- apinion oF the board of aldermeo unaafe or incoDTenient 
for the public trKVel, sud board 111117 order the eama to 
be remoTed, and a tnitable one be put in its place ; and 
if Inch order is not complied with within ten daya f^om 
the aerrice thereof od the owner or tenant of the premi- 
■M, or other person haiing the care thereof, the super- 
intendent of streets shall make the reqaired change at 
the eipenae of snch owner, tenant, or other person hav- 
ing the care of the preraisei. 

Sbct. 9. No person ihall teaTe a coal-hole, eicara- 
HRogniui- ''""• •"■ Other Opening in a sidewalk open or un&atened In 
laMfoudKi, the daTtime, unless while it is in nae bf some person or 
w Mtu mn- pg^gona actnallj attending the same, nor after aunsel in 
B.a0.p.J». any ca«e, 

BinntiDiu Sect. 10. An excavatioD or opening made under a 
™"° ^ ""^ license shall not, witliont the consent of the standing 
ooiar uun committee of the board of aldermen on the subject of pav- 
nchMin jDg and of the saperinlendent of streets, be used for any 
puoukm. other purpose than that stated la the application, and ev- 
S.*0.p.7W. cry license may at any time be revoked by the board of 
aldermen. 

NOTES. 

e called toi by secUoa" 



APFMKDIX D. 

An Act to tttahlUh a Grade in the (Hty of Botion. 
[Chaptbe 377 o» thb Aotb of the Year 1872,] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bbuie of Rtpreimt- 
ativei in Oentral Court aaiembled, and by the authority 
ofthesame aefollowe: — 

Sbctioh I. The board of aldemaen of the city of Boston 
shall establish in said city a grade not less than twelve 
feet above mean low water; and no person shall in aaid 
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city, niter such grnde ie eBtablUhed, conitrnct any cellar 
or basement-cellar of any dwelling-hnuse or otlier build- 
ing below such grade, or uae or occupy any cellar or 
baBement-oellar constructed below the eame; providtd 
that the board of aldermen may by license, subject to 
reyocation at any time by them, authoriie cellars to be 
constructed in buildings used ciclueiTely for storage or 
business purposes, so much below said grade as they 
shall designate in each license. 

Sect. 2. If any person constructs, uses, or occupiei 
any cellar or basement-cellar in Tiolation of section one 
of this act, said board of aldermen shall order the owner 
or occupant of such cellar or basement-cellar to bo alter 
and coneCmcC it as to conform to the requirements of said 
tection ; and if sucli owner or occupant fails to comply 
with sueTi order within ten days after service thereof, as 
provided by the following section, said board shall so alter 
Buch cellar or basement-cellar; and all aecessary ez' 
pensea incurred thereby shall constitute a lien upon the 
land, wherein snch cellar or ba«oroent-cellar Ib constrDcted 
and upon the buildings upon such land, and may be 
collected in the manner provided by law for the collection 
of taies upon real estate; and the city treasurer of said 
city may purchase such land or land and buildings, in be- 
half of said city. 

Sect. 3., All orders under the preceding section shall 
be made in writing, and served upon said owners or occu- 
pants, or their authorized agents, ai prescribed by section 
nine of chapter twentj-sii of the General Statutes, for 
the service of orders of boards of health ; and the supreme 
Judicial court, or any justice thereof, in term-time or 
vacation may, by injunction or other suitable procesB in 
equity, restrain any person or corporation from construct- 
ing, using, or occupying any cellar or basement- cellar in 
violation of the provisions of section one of this act, and 
may enforce such provisions, and may order and enforce 
the abatement or alteration of any cellar or basement- 
cellar constructed, used, or occupied in violation thereof, 
so ai to comply with said provisions. 
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Sbot. 1, TM» act sIikII take effect npon its passage. 
{Approred Dtc. 18, 1872.] 

CITY OF BOSTON. 
In Boabd op Aldbeuen, Bee. 23, 1872. 
Ordered, That in pursuaace of Chapter 877 of the Acts 
of the I/egisUture of 1S72, relating to cellars and base- 
mente in the citj of Boston, this Board establish a grade 
of twelve feet aboye mean low water. 
\_AppToved by the Mayor, Dee. 2*, 1872.] 

Attest ; S. r. McCLEAKY, CUy Clerk. 



APPEJfDIX E. 
Bbvisbd Obdinaucbs, Chaptbb 22. 
VaulU a/nd Draim. 
Sbcxior 31. The owner, ^ent, occapant, or other pei- 
son having the care of a building used as a dwelling, shall 
, nimieh the same with one or mure suitable water-closets 
" or with a suitable privy, the vault of which shall be sunk 
7^ under ground and built in the manner hereinafter pre- 
scribed, and shall he of a capacity' proportionate to the 
number of inhabitants of such building, or of those having 
occasion to use such privy; and whoever neglects to 
comply with the provisions of this section shall be liable 
to a penalty of not less than five nor more than twenty 
dollars for each and every week during which such 
offence continues. 

Sect. 32. Every vault conuected with a privy shall be 
made of brick and cement, and shall be of a capacity of 
I. at least eighty cubic feet, and the inside thereof sliall be 
at least two feet distant from the line of any adjoining lot, 
unless by the consent of the owner of such lot, and at the 
same distance from any street or public or private passage- 
way ; and every vault shall he so constructed as to he 
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convenientlj approached, opened, and cleaned, and shall B.ao.p.us. 
be made tight, so that the contents thereof cannot eiuape 
tberefWim. 

Sect. 33. AH waste irater and all matter discharged wuUwiHr, 
from water*cloBets shall be conveyed through sufficient 4„^„,^' 
(trains, under ground, to a common sewer, or to such tT>u>deT- 
reservoir, sunk under ground, as maj be approved bjthe 1'^^ „ f^ 
■Dperintendent of sewers, and do person shall suffer 
waste or stt^nant water to remain in a cellar or upon a 
lot or vacant gronnd owned or occupied by him. 

Skct. 34. If the board of health is atanjtimesatisaed prkhhUdp 
that a building used as a dwelling is not provided with a ''^° a«u- 
Buitable privy, vanit, and drain, or either of them, they Boiinopni; 
shall give notice in writing to the owner, agent, occupant, fu™''!"^ "I"' 
or other person having tlie care of such building, or, in ,^_ 
case neither the owner, agent, or person having the care a. a o. p. tie. 
thereof, is an inhabitant of the city, they shall give public 
notice in two daily newspapers published in the city, re- 
quiring such owner, agent, occupant, or other person, 
within such time as they may appoint, to cause a proper 
and sufficient privy, vault, and drain, or either of them, 
to be constructed fur such building ; and in case of neglect 
or refusal to obey such notice, the board of health shall 
cause such privy, vault, or draio, to be made for such 
building, at the expense of such owner, agent, occupant, 
or other person; and in case such drain, vault, or privy 
is constructed as aforesaid for the use of more buildings 
than one, the owner, agent, occupant, or other person 
having the charge of each of such buildings, shall be liable 
to pay a proportional part of the expense of such con- 



Se(7I. 8S. When a vault or privy becomes offensive, oi 
or a drain beiHtmea obstructed, the owner, agent, occu- JJ 
pant, or other person having charge of the land in which ^i 
such vault, privy, or drain is situated, shall cause such '^' 
privy or vault to be cleaned, or such drain to be made a. 
free, within such reasonable time after notice in writing *' 
to that effect given by the board of health as may be ex- 
pressed In such notice, and, in case of refusal so to do. 
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pp.iig, the board of henlth may cause inch cleaning or making 
A'ee to be done at the expense of inch owner, agent, 
occupant, or other perton. 
I <"••- Sbct. S6. No ceaapool, rault, or privy shall be emptied 
piTisd without a permit from the board of health, nor In any 
1 [»i- other mode or at an; other time than aa said board ma; 
"' _ direct and appoint; and no vault ahail be opened between 
the first day of June and the fltteenth da; of September,, 
unless said board is istiBfled of the necessit; of such 
opening for the health or comfort of the neighborhood ; 
but in case of such opening, no more of the contents of 
the vault shall be taken awaj than said board deems to 
be absolutely necessary for present safety and relief, 
and such precautions shall be used relative to the pre- 
vention of offensive effluvia as sud board may direct, 
the expense to be borne by the owner, agent, occapant, 
or other person having charge of the premises. 
iUdiu Sect. 3T. Books, in which shall be entered all eppli- 
^^ cations for opening and cleaning vaults, shall be kept in 
in, convenient places under tlie charge of tho board of health ; 
f*^ and such applications shall specif; the nomber of loads, 
if less than the whole contents of the vault, to be re- 
moved; and they shall, so far as practicable, receive 
attention in the several wards in the order in whicli they 

of Sbct. 88. The board of health shall, aflier advertising 

'" for proposals for such service, make from time to lime 
pijins contracts, for terms not exceeding three years, for clean- 
in tn iog all vaults in the city and cemoving the contents 
u load, thereof, and shall fix the price per load to be paid by all 

parties whose vaults are emptied by sach contractors, 
^'' and the parties applying to have vaults cleaned shall be 

liable for the payment of such price, and also for any 

preparations that may be required in order to make their 

vaults ready for cleaning. 
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APPESDIX r. 



Betisbd OBDntABCBs, Cbaptee fi. 

SuUt to Begtilate iKe Motiag of BuildingM throvgk the 
sir tell of the Ciiy of Botton, 

SscTion 1. All applicatiom for moring buildings HcnrmppUa- 
through the fllreets of this city shall be made to the board booiKwidih- 
of olderineD and referred to a committee for considera- miy bi nudn. 
Hon and report. s. ■ o. p. TW. 

Sbct. 2. Every suchapplication shall state the location Foimofmch 
of the building proposed U> ba moved; ita length, width, g'^'^^ 
height, aod the priacipol materials of its exterior aides 
and of its roof; and shall definitely describe the route over 
which it i« to be moved, Kid the length of time that 
will be required to more it. 

Sect. 8. Every such application shall be accompanied Wriuon coo- 
by the written consent of the inspector of buildings to the ^^i^.'^i- 
placing of the building on the lot proposed; and also by oboliwd, 
the written consent of all railroad corporations whose ®' '"■ ^ ™" 
tracks are to be crossed or encumbered by the moving of 
the building. 

Sect. 4. Permits for the moving of buildioga shell be PonD^to te 
granted only topraetjcal building- movers, who are known toconmln pei- 
to be engaged in stich business. s, *o.p.n«. 

Sect. 6. Before such a permit is iaaued, the building- ^"^ ■" l" 
mover to whom it is granted shall have filed with the city l^u \, i^ 
clerk abond in a sum of not less than one thousand dollars, ""d- 
and with two or more sureties, one of whom shall be the 
owner of the buitdng, to indemnify and save harmless 
the city from all damages which may be caused to persons 
or property by reason of the moving of the building. 

Sbct. 6. No shade tree shall be removed or the J^JIJ^J^V. 
branches thereof cut or trimmed in order to facilitate the '"^JSJS'*'' 
moving of a building, except by the consent of the hoard iSKS^SJ? 
of aldermen; no fire-alarm telegraph wire shall be cut ™™;jti£f 
for said purposes, except by the written consent of the B^o.vriK 
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board of flte commitiioners ; and no street l&mp or lamp- 
pott thall be renioTed for said parpoee, except by the 
written consent of the saperintendent of taropa. 



B; F.S. e. &3, f IT, ud T.B. o. 23, ( 2, the movlDg of bnlldlDgi 
' through (ha aljaeU of clUea, except by the vriltea pennlHilou of thB 
boud of aldermeD, !• forbidden. 



AFPENBIX O. 

Bula and Begvlati&nt governing iht construction and 
erection of Electric Lights in iht City of Boston. 

No. 1. The fcameirork to support aaSA lights ahall be 
conatmcted of iron, and of sach siie as the inspector of 
baildingi shall approve- 
No. 2. The height of said framework shall not be less 
than nine and one-half feet from the sidewalk to the 
lowest point. 

No, 8. The said ftamework shall not project farther 
from the building than a point two and one-half feet within 
the outer line of the curbstone. 

No. 4. The location, workmanship, material, and man- 
ner of securing laid lights, to be approved by the in- 
•pector of buildings. 

Adoptbd BT TKB CoMICITTBa. 
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not b) be infereited in 
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BL»TATOBa OP Grain or Coai, — 

Citj Council ma; authorize erec^n of witbin limits . . S 

ELBTATOBa — 

how protected 42 

duties of owner with regard to 42 

peoiJ^ for neglect 42 

EsaiRE— 

permit for erection of 43 

BlOATATlOBS — 

not to be ventilated into streets BO 

ma/ be filled up by order of BoBid of Aldermen ■ • . 06 

BZSMPTIORS 
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EXPLOUTX SCBBTUIOBB — 

not (o be stored Dader lidewallu G6 

EXTBBIOB WaIXH — 

definition of B 

thickness of II, 12, 13 

of Btablea bdi] workaliops 13 

backing of, when &ced with stone U 

facinga to be tied to backing U 

■tone cornice, how laid U 

not lo be supported bj wood-work IS 

to be anchored IB 

recewes and openingB in 17 

of teaementaiid lodging honsei 20 

F. 

FiCTOBI — 

egrew from in case of Are 39,11 

FiBBS — 

duties of Inspector and Assistant Inspectors in cose of . 46 

FiBB DBP.1BTMENT — 

Chief Engineer of to aarvtj unsafe stmctores 34 

FiBB-EBCAPB — 

to be placed on bnildings in which operaOres are em- 
ployed 36, 87 

to be kept in good i«p^F 36 

no iocumbi'ances to be placed thereon 37 

in tenement and lodging bouses 26 

certain buildings to haTe 37,38 

FtBB-PROOF— 

roofs 19 

shutters, doors aod blinds 23, 24 

FniBPLl.CBB, in tenement and lodging bouses 32 

Fiji— 

not to be stored in dwellings 23 

overloaded 3S 

Floor BzAHa— 

to rest upon a wall or girder 18 

bults to be splnjed 18 

Floob TlUBKHa, to bare brick-work between IS 

to be plastered 20 
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to be buJIt into waits 20,21 

height above roof 21 

dUtonce of wood-work from 31 

no nails to be driven into 21 

Inspector to notify if nnsafe 23 

penaltf for refusal to make safo 23 

for ranges, boilers, furnaces and oveoa to be 8 mches 

thick 23 

FOTJSDATIONS — 

depth of 7 

to rest upoD solid sohstt^ctnre 7 

Foundation 'Waij. — 

deflnitioD of 9 

thickness of 11,12 

FirBHACEB — 

emoke-pipo of .... . 21 

how to be set 81,22 

notice of intention to place in buildings to be filed. . . 22 

fines of to be S inches thick 23 

FUSNACE FOR MELTma — 

permit for erection of 43 

o. 

Gabbaob— 

tenement-honses to have proper receplocles for .... 29 



calculation for strength of 7 

maj be snbstituted for partition walls U 

wooden, walls not to be supported bj IS 

piers under to have cap iron, or cap stone 17,13 

Inspector to give 42 

act to esUblish 66, BT 

order establishing 03 

GcTTBB SiONB, to be equivalent to corbelling 17 

H. 

of tenement and bdgiug bouses .32,33 

H*T- 

not to be stored in dwellings 23 

Wgarn TBH — 

to be hung in stimp-iroiu IS 

BufiTHB, foandation for 21 
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HKl.TINa AfPAIUTTTS — 

r^ulatioiia respecUDg 21, 22 

Inspector to notUy if noaafe 23 

penal^ for refOsal Co nulu ufe 23 

HlKF— 

Dot to be itored in dwelliaffi 23 

HouTwiia — 

how prolected 42 

duties of owners, lessees, tnd occupants with t«gii<d to, ^ 

penallj for neglect 42 

EOTBL — 

egress in case of Bre 87 

HOUBBS — 

tenement, definition of 10 

lodging, definition of 10 

IXFECTIODB DtSBl^BB — 

duties of owaets of tenement or lading lionaes witb re- 
gard to 30 

DtPIiAHUABLa On. — 

not b> be stored under sidewslk 6S 

iNJimcnoN — 

to forbid or limit die use of public buildings 38 

maj be issued in ciue of unsafe building 36 

howobUincd 47, 4S 

to prevent erecting or occupying stable without approval 

of Board of Aldermen 63 

to reBtrsin constructioa of cellars below grade . . . . 66, G7 

Ibok Plates — 

under linlela 16 

under columns 18 

iNBPBCTOE — 

to examine buildings before alterations 7 

to direct the location and constructioa of sheds upon 

wharves 8 

inajButborize ttie erecUoQ of sheds at building sites . ■ 8 

to give grade for cutting off piles 10 

to approve plans for tenement or lodging houses .... 2G 

to approve fire-escapes 26 

to approve construction of drains, etc 26 

du^ with regard to dangerous gtructnres 33-^ 

to inspect and approve plana and specifications .... 4! 
to reqnire means of egress and protection from fire or 

accident in public buildings 87-42 
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togiTBpermita 42,« 

appointment >nd coii£rmBtion of 44 

term of office of 44 

cauees for removal 44 

qualification of 44 

to aigD all cei-tificates and notices 4G 

tomakei'etnrnaofviolationatoCity Solioilor 4B 

to keep register of all traosaclians of bn department . 46 

to submit half-yearly atatemcnt to City Council .... 4G 

to iniestigale origin of fires 45 

to have general anpemsion and direction over subordi- 
nate officers of department 40 

power to pass upon questions 40 

may require that plans be anbmitted 46 

to examine all buildings in progress of erection, alter- 
ation, and repair 48 

to make record of all violations of act 44 

to eiBmine all dangerous, or damaged buildings .... 4S 
to examine all buildings under application Ut enlarge, 

alter, or repair ' 46 

absence of 46 

rigbt to enter buildings 46 

compensBlioB to be flied by Cit? CouncQ 46 



Lkideba — 

all bnildinga to have 19 

IiBSSBB — see Owners. 

Lbteller, for columns supporting girders 14 

for piers or columns supporting walls 18 

IjHTELa — 

walls not to be supported by wooden Hotels ------ Ifi 

to be of sufficient strength Ifi 

to rest npoD iron plate IB 

piers under, to have cap iron or cap slone IT 
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Ijcbhhe — 

for ttaxjoniaj ateam-cngines 49^-52 

far lUbles 63 

for coal-bole, etc 54 

for cooBbrncUag cellui betow grade C>6-5S 

Loi>aiNQ-HouaB — 

deSnitioD of . 10 

ball partiCioDfl of li 



height of 19 

Mamdfactobt— 
egrew in case of fire 37 

MiBSACHDaiTTs, COMMONWEALTH OF, buildings belong- 
ing to eiempt from operations of act C 

HaterULb — 
calcalations for strength of 7,8 

combustible Z3 

Inspector and Assistant Inspectors not to be interested 

in contracts for furnisbing 14,45 

Inspector to pass upon questions relatire to 45 

to appoint Inspector 44 

to approve appointments of subordinate officers .... 44 

Maior and Aldbbmeit — 
to license alationai-y steam-engines 49-62 

MSCHAincAL PCBPOSES — 

wooden buildings for 8 

egress in case of fire 37 

MOSTAB — 

to be of best quality 16 

O. 

OCCDPINT— see Owner. 

duties of with regard to coal-holes and Ttralta under 

sidewnlkB 69 

duties of in relation to cellars G7 

duties of in relation to pririea 6S 

Oftal, to be properly taken care of 29 

OrncBBa — 

of tbe department for the Snrve)' and Inspection of 

Boildings ■ 44 

to have the right to enter buildings 4S 
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On.— 

aot to be stored in dwelliogi 22 

not (o be stored under sidewalks H 

OPERiTIVBS — 

fire-eacapcB to bo placed on bnildingi where emplojed . 37, 38 
Obdbr — 

establishing gi-ade for cellai'S CS 

Ordinance — 

in veUtion to the Public Health, extntct &om ... 58 

fines of to be eight inchea thick 23 

OWJIBRB — 

ma7 Duke necess«7 repair* 9 

dnties of with regard (o unsafe chimneys, flaea or 

heating apparatus 23 

to keep fire-escapCB in repair 36, 37 

duties of with regard to boistwsjs 42 

dudes of with regard to public buildingB 37,38 

to haie right of appeal 25, 38, 43, 4fi 

duOea of with regard to tenement-houses 26,29,30 

duties of with regard to dangerous sb-uctures ..... 33-37 

penalties of for violation of act 47 

daties of with regard to coal-holes and vaults under 

sidewalks 49-62 

duties of with regard to cellars C7 

duties of with regard to privies C8-60 



PiHTITION WiLl. — 

definition of 10 

may be of less thicknesB than other walls 14 

certain buildings to have 14 

in tenement-houses 14 

not to be suppoi-ted hj wood-work IS 

PiBTITIOMS— 

Boor beams not to he supported b^ 18 

to be placed over each othei' 18 

to rest upon wall, girder, or a hard-pine capping .... IS 

to head and foot against each other 18 

Paeti Wali. — 

definition of 9 

thickneasof ■ 11, 12, 18 

vaulted 13 
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not to bo nipported by wood-work 15 

not to be earned up in ulvancc of rear walla 16 

to be ancbored 16 

to be carried up above roof and coped 16 

to bo corbeUed ■ 18 

openinga in 17 

recesMi in 17 

Pabmokwit — 

priTT' Taulta to be two feet dtitant fitim 53 

PsiraLTiBB — 

for violation of regulations relaUog to hoistway 9 ... 42 

" " " '■ " " public buildings . 33 

' " '• " tenement-bouses. 33 

" " " " " "unsafe buildings . 35 

" " " bdildiug act 47 

" " " regulations relating to stables - 53 

" " " ordinances relating to privies 63 

for occupying cellars 27, 28, 29 

to erect buildings 12 

to make alterations and repairs 42 

to set or erect steam-boilers, engines, and furnaces . . 43 

penalty for neglect to obtain ■ 47 

how built ^. 17 

to have cap iron or cap stone 17 

aize of footing course for 18 

intea under IS 

how driven 10 

Inspector lo give grade for cutting off 10 

distances apart j 10 

under piers or colnmns IS 

to be approved by Inspector 42 

to be submitted when required bj loapeclor 4{> 

calculations for strength of 7, 8 

Pritibs — 

for tenemeat-hDuses 26 

not to be located undersidenalks C6 
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Public BtnLDrN-oa — 

iDBpeclor to approve plans of 43 

egress from and protection in case of fire or accident . 37 

entiances, aiales, pasesge-ways or stsir-iraf a 38 

doore opening outwards 39 

endangered by use of combustible material 39 

obsU^cUons placed in wales and passage-waja .... 39 

injunction and penalty 39 

Public Hbaltb-' 

eitract irom ordinance in relation to 68 



QUATs, exempt tVom operationa of act . 



wooden, walla not to be suppoi'ted hy . 

ends to be splayed 

RiUGES — 

□oticeof intention to set to be «led 

outside of flue of same to be plastered npon the bricks . 

flues of, to b« 8 inches thick 

Bbcebsbs id walls 

HSCORDS— 

of all transactions of department 

of all violations of act 



of condition of baildinga to be ndsed, enlarged, altered, 
or built upon 40 

to be open to inspection 46 

RarBRBBS — 

how appointed 40 

to decide questions 4S 

KsoiaTERS — 

regulations respecting ,.,....,....... 23 

Inspector may make, for setliDg boilers, engines, and 

fumacefl 43 

regulations tbr moving 61 

Bbpatrs — 
plans of to be snbmitted 4S 
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■ubaCitntioD of flat for pitch 

party walla to be carried above 

rooflug matcriob 

to have scuttle 

heiglit of Hansard 

Bre-proof, regulatioua relating to 

teoement oi* lodging houses to bare Teotilator in . . . 
of teoeroent-hou9e to be kept in repair 

BoOf TlMBBBA — 

to have brick-work between 

height off in tenement and lodging-houses . ^_ . . , . 
tenement and lodging houses to have receptacles for . 

8. 

ScnoOL-HOUBES — see Public Buildiags. 

SCHTTLB — 

all buildings lo have 

frames and covers to be covered with non-combustible 
materials 

to have step-ladders or etura leading to Bame \ . . . . 
Shatinos — 

not to be stored in dwellings 

8hei>s — 

may be built upon wharves ............. 

Cil^ CouDcil may authorize erection of, within limits . 

Inspector may authorize erection of, at building sites . 
Bhottbbs — 

of Mores and storehouses lo be fire-proof 23, 

how hung 

SiDEWilLKS — 

construction of coal-holes under 

permit for Gicavating under 

no boiler, steam-sliBft, fornace. or steam-pipe to be lo- 

no eee^pool, privy, or water-closet to be located under . 
no eipiosivc substance or inflammable oil to be stored 

under maj be filled up or rebuilt by order 

-d of Aldermen 

n under not to be left open 
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Smoeb-Fipbb, how gnirded 21 

Specificiiions — 

to be inspected by Inspector 42 

copies of, to be deposited in office of Iiupectar .... 42 

8tibi.es — 

eneraal walla of 13 

act concerning the erection of . 63 

kicBdon to be spproved by Board of Aldermen .... A3 
penalty for erecting or occnpying without a[^>rovBl . . SA 
injunction may be issued to prevent erecting or occupy- 
ing 63 

STiOINO — 

unsafe 33 

Slllits of teiiement-housei 26 

Stbah-Boileb — 

permit for setting of 43 

STEjUf-ENOINBB — 

itatioDsij, act in relation to 49-SZ 

Stbah-Pipe — 
not to be located under sidevalk 56 

STBiM-SBAFT — 

not to be located under wdewalk 66 

Steps not to prqject into street 24 

STlBBnP-IaONB — 

ti-immcra and headers to be hung in IS 

Stoke Facikq — 

to be securely damped 14 

STONB COBBICB — 

to balance on wall 14 

Btoeaqb — 

sheds for might be built upon wharves 8 

Cil^ Council may autborize sheds for within limits . - S 

Stores — 

to have fire-proof doors, blinds, or shutter* 23,24 

BTOBE-HOVSES — 

to bare Gce-pi'oof doors, blinds, or sbuttfirs 23,21 

not to be stored in dwellings 23 

Stbbbt— 

width of in relation to teoement-houses 26 

porticos, porches, doors, windows, or steps, not to pro- 
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priTj Tftalta to b« two feet distuit from 58 

STRDcrnsES — 
UDMfe 33 

SuPBEINTENnSHT OF STEEBTB — 

taisBae liceaae for excavationa under lidewilka ... M 
to euperriw the coDstrucUon of coal-holes aad vsalta . BS 

SuPEKINTENIlBirT OF SeWBRS — 

may anthorize coDstruction of drains l^m privy 
vaulls 59 

Sdprbue JnDicrAL Cockt— 

may issue iqjnnction in case of onaafe buildings ... 36 

may iasue iqjunction ia case of Tiolationa of act .... 48 

may order remoTal of violatioDS 48 

may issue injuadiou to prevent erection or occupaocy 

ofsUbles U 

may iaaoe iqjaactioa to prevent constructioa of cellan 

below grade ' . . . . fi7 

of nnsafe structures 31-36 

SUBTIIOBS— 

of uns^e Btructares, how appointed 34 

right to enter buildings 46 



Terihv — see Owner. 
Tbnxxekt-house — 

definition of 10 

ball partidons of 14 

to conform to act 25 

Inspector to approve plans for 26 

hei|!Lt and material for 2C 

venlilation of 26 

to have fire-escapes 2E>, 26 

roof to be liept in repair 26 

stairs of 26 

water-closets, drwns, etc 26 

occupancy of eellai-s of 27-29 

to have proper receptacles for garbage 29 

no dnn^'crous or combustible materia] to be stored in . 29 

aniinab not to be kept ia 29 

cleanlineaa of 29 

agent or owner's name to be posted 29 

to be whitewashed twice a year 29 
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iafcctioos diseases in 30 

DDtitfor habiUtiOD, to be TncateiK . . . . ' 30 

proTisioQ for light and *ir 31 

open space Iwtween buildings 31 

height of rooms 32 

construction of windows 32 

ehimoej-aof 32 

nalev to be nirnished 32 

cellsj to be waleMight 32 

hdlflof 32,33 

Board orHetiltb may make regulations 33 

pen^t; for Tiol&tion of provisions 33 

TBEATBce— see Public buildings 37 

TlHBBK — 

Dot to be used in walb lH 

Tbimhbbs — 

tobe hung instirrup-irons 18 

TUBPSNTINK — 

not to be stored ia dwelliLgs 23 



United States, buildings belonging to, exempt from oper- 

etioos of net 

Unsafe Bcildinos 



VAtlLTS — 

of (enement-bousea 26 

imdci- sidewalks M 

how coQstjTicted . M 

walls of B4 

Superintcndeat of Streets lo supervise constructioa of . 5G 

owner of, to be responsible for damages G5 

lo keep in good repair 05 

occupaut of abutting estate to be responsible for dam- 
ages 65 

ma; be altered b; order of Board of Aldermen .... 53,56 

Bitract from ordinance in relation to 58 

howbnilt 68,69 

Vaulted Pabtt Walls 13 
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Vbhtilation of Icuenteal and iodging- honaee 20,26 

ViOLiTioss OP Act— 

penslt; for 47 

Suprema Judicial Court msf order remoral of ... . 48 



W*I.UJ — 

to be properl/ bonded uid solidly built 7 

thickness of 11, 12,-13-10 

height of, hoH measured 7 

sneroal, definition of 9 

part;, definition of 9 

foiindadon, definition of 9 

partition, definition of 10 

of stahles and woiliahop«, thiclmesa of 13 

vaulted part}' walls 13 

partilion, to be built in certajn cases 14 

partition, in teaement-hoosea 14 

bachiDg of, when faced with atone 14 

■lone fkeing of, to be clamped 14 

how bonded IS 

not to be supported bj wood-work . . . . : J6 

no timber to be used in IB 

aide, end, or par^, not to bo carried up in advance of 

rear 16 

to be anchored to each other 16 

to be sncbored to beaaia 16 

reccaaes and openings in 17 

of tenement or lodj^ing houaes to be of brick or stone . 26 

inaufficient thickness of M 

WlTBH — 

for teuement-bouaea 33 

WiLTBa-OLOSETB — 

for teuemcnt-houacs 26 

not to be located under sidewalk 60 

Whiuvbs — 

eiempt from operation of act B 

WlNDOWB — 

for vcntilatinj; tenement and lodging housea 2D 

in tenement and lodging honsea , ■ . . 32 

not to pi-ojcct into street 24 

Wooden Bdildinqs — 

not to be built within limits, except in ccrtua cans . . S 
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not to bo moyci] within limita . . ^ . 

Inapocloi' may authorize 9hed9 at building sites . - ■ . 

flheda may be builtnpon wharves 

Ci^ Council may authorize elevatora, etc 

€117 Council to regulate erectioa of outside ol' llmib . 

beigbt not to be increased 

repui'9 upon 

W0BK8HOPB — 
thicknesa of walli of 
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REVISED ORDINANCES. 



CHAPTEE *3. 

OF TBB 'RXQVLA.TIOV OF BniLDINQ. 

Section 1. lill boiat-vays and elerators, except those HoiH-mji 
conatructcd in dwelling-houBes intended for not more than ^?,°'°'^J^ 
tiro fmniliee, atiall be enclosed in briclc shaf\«, the walls in brick itniti. 
thereor to be not Icsa than eight inches thick, said walls JI^''''^ **■ 
to be carried up to and throagh the roof lo a. distance of 
not leas than one foot and six inches above the same, said 
shafts to be covered with a ventilating stylight. 

Sect. 2. Tbe openings throuKh or upon each floor of Opmingi to 
any building in tlie city, in which there is or may here- ^^^"'^°'' 
after be placed any hoist-way, elpTator, or well-hole, well-hoiti u 
shall be protected by good and sufficient failings and trap- l!f|fr"™'!i'^ 
doors, or sach other mechanical devices as shall be equiv- OnL. jdIjis, 
ftlent thereto, and every hoist-way and elevator shall be '"*■ 
provided witli some sufficient arrangement to prevent tbe 
falling of the elevator in ease of any accident to the ropes, 
pulleys, and other hoisting apparatus, 

Sgot. S. The openings into the shaft of every elevator OpeniDp to 
to be hereafter constmctod, except passenger elevators, '^'flj"''^?^ 
shall be furnished with metal doors, hung to rebated iron meui dacn, 
frames, with iron Ihreaholds to the same ; said doors to be ^ ^^ „ 
provided with springs of sufficient strength to Ici^ep thom lan. 
closed when not in use. And equivalent protection 
aganst fire may, in the ease of passenger elevators, be 
substituted for such doors. 

Sect. i. No hoist-way, elevator, or well-hole, shall be ^ISotI'mkI 
used in any building in the city unless the same has been b^™™'JJi'£y 
first inspected and approved by the inspector of build- S'builSi^' 
ings. 
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f"'^- Sbct. B. The limits within which all buildings here- 
ihtmUii- ofter erected ihiill be required to conform to the pro- 
'"■^'*- Tisioni of chapter two hundred and eighty of the Statutes 
. 0. w. of tliB Common wealth of the jear eighteen hundred and 
tU; tp. leTenlj-one, and of the acta io amendment thereof and in 
addllion (hereU), are hereby established and defined m 
followB ; Ail that portion of the city which is included 
within a line beginning at the intersection of the centre 
lines nf Dover and Albany streets, and thence running 
east through the centre of said Dorer street to the Har- 
bor Commissioners' line ; thence by the said Harbor Com' 
wlsiiotierB' line around the northerly portion of the " City 
Proper" to a point on Charles riTer at the intersection of 
■aid line with the boundary line between Brookline and 
Bo«ton ; thence along said boundary line to the centre of 
Longwood avenue; thence through the centre of said 
avenue to the centre of Bum stead lane ; thence tliroaghthe 
centre of said lane to the centre of Ward street; thence 
through the centre of said Ward street to the centre of Par- 
ker street ; thence through the centre of said Parker street 
to the centre of Ruggles street ; thence through the centre 
of gHid Ruggles street to the centre of Washington street ; 
thence through the centre of said Washington street to a 
point oppoBite the centre of PaJmer street ; thence through 
the centre of said Palmer street and through the centre of 
EuBtis street to the centre of Hampden street ; and thence 
through the centre of said Hampden street and the centre 
of Alhany street to the point of beginniug ; the Biud die- 
tricl being shown on a plan made by the City Surveyor, 
dated June 2S, ISSl, and deposited in his office. 
iriBiom Sect. 6. Outside the limits defined in the preceding 
i'rfwM^ section wooden buildings may be erected, subject to the 
idinp out- following restrictions and regulations : — 
[„ A wooden building, to be used as a dwelling-bouse, 

ipit,, tf. shall not exceed a height of forty-flve feet, and, if thir^- 
flve feet or more in height, such building shall not be 
erected in a range of more than forty feet without the in- 
tervention of a brick wall, twelve inches thick, to the top 
of the second floor, above the street, and eight Inchee 
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thick for the remaining heigtit; if such building is tee* Bb] 
than tiiirtj-flre feet in height, it shall not be erected In a "" 
range of more than forty feet without the interrention of 
• brick wall, eight inches thick, carried up the entire 
beight of the building. The brick walls, above required, 
shall be built up at least six inches abore the flat of the 
roof of the highest building of which «uch walls form a 
part, for the full extent of the fiat, and the top of every 
inch wall shall be covered with a coping of stone, or 
of iron, or other metal ; and where there is a mansard, or 
pilch-roof, the wall shall be built up to the ander side of 
the roof-covering, which shall be laid and embedded .in 
mortar upon the wall. 

A woodeu building, to be nsed as a dwelling-house, 
shall not be erected or placed at a distance less than three 
feet from another wooden building without the interven- 
tion of a brick wall, if the united width of the two build- 
ings ejiceeda forty feet; but a wooden ell, not exceeding 
thirty feet in length and flftcen feet in width, or an equiv- 
alent number of feet in area, and not more than twenty- 
five feet in height, may be built in connection with such 
a building, without the intervention of a brick wall be- 
tween such ell and the main building. 

A wooden building, to be used for any purpose other 
than that of a dwelling-house, shall not exceed a height of 
fifty-five feet, and if in a range of more than fifty feet, 
shall not be erected without the construction of brick walls, 
either at the sides or ends thereof, as the Inspector of 
Buildings shall designate !n the permit given by him for 
the erection of such building, and said walls shall be 
twelve inches thick, and shall be carried up to a height of 
four feet above the roof. 

A wooden building, to he used for any purpose other 
than that of a dwelling-house, shall not be erected or 
placed at a less distance than ten feet from any other 
wooden building which is twenty-five feet or more in 
height, or at a. less distance than four feet from any other 
wooden building which is less than twenty-five feet Id 
height. 
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^^ f- In no wiB shall the tilli of ■ny buildlog referred to in 

this sectiOD be Inid below the grade of the atreet, unlets 
bj Bpeci&l permit of the lospector of Buildings. 
^""H'"'™- Sect. 7. The rcBtrictions contained in the preceding 
tBtvtijiA section sliall not apply to buildings erected or placed at a 
sntuiuH. diitancB of fifty feet or more ftom any other building, 
in,iM. and from any street, open or intended to be open for pab- 

lic paaiage, whether accepted by the city or not. 
'™*J^' SscT. 6, All wooden buildings outeide the limits men- 
kaluiKi DIM- ^oned in section fire shall be built upon secure foun- 
ddiiaMUm- Nations of stone or brick carried up to the surface of the 
■nppiLt^iM. irround. 

The foundation, if of brick, shall not be less than tweWe 
Inches thick and laid In cement mortar; if of rubble stone, 
it shall not be less than sixteen inches thick, when laid In 
cement mortar, and not leas than twenty inches thick 
when laid dry ; if of block stone, it shall be not less than 
sixteen inches thick and laid in cement mortar. 

All foundations shall be laid upon solid ground, not less 
than four feet below the surface which is exposed to froat, 
or upon piles or other solid subetructure. Piles ahaJl Ihi 
driven to a Qrm and solid bearing, and the top of ail piles 
shall be cut off at or below a grade to be prcaeribed by 
the Inspector of Buildinga. There shall be at Icaat ono 
row of piles, spaced not over tliree feet on centres, in the 
direction of the length of the wall. Filea shall be capped 
with footing-courses of stone. In the construction of 
workshops or other buildinga of a like character or for 
temporary purpoaea, built upon soft or marshy land, the 
Inspector may, in bis discretion, permit the silli to be 
placed upon mud-silla or blocking, or upon piles cut to 
height of grade. 
CUmn^iui Seut. 9. All chimneys In wooden buildings erected 
J^I^J^J^ outside the limits mentioned in section five shall be built 
Bnpi>ii..pp. of brick, stone, or other flre-proofnon-conducling material. 
old'^hU/is. A" ^■^'^'^ flues shall be smoothly plastered with mortar 
un. on the inside from lop to bottom, and on the outside be- 

low the roofing. 
Id ao ca*« shall chimneys rest upon flooring without a 
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footing of masonry or iron Biipported by iron beama hav-i^-.J'^ ■ 
tag a secure bearing on iDaaonry or jroi> at either end. 

All flues shall bo topped out at Ica^t fonr feet above the 
loof of the building. to which they belong. "All flues B. a o., Mrs, 
for ranges, boilers, furnaces, and orens, shall be of brick- J,^ y^^ 
Tork, eight inches in thickness, to a height of tventy-five i^issi. 
feet above such ranges, boilers, furnaces, and ovens." The 
brick topping out of chimneys shall not have a projection 
of more than two inches, unless covered by a cap of metal 
.or by a atone properly secured. 

Hearths of Are places or grates shall be laid upon brick 
or other trimoier arches, or upon bars of iron supporting 
a bed of brick-work. 

No wood-work of any kind shall be placed at a test di«- 
tance than one inch from the outside brick-work of a flue. 
In no case shall a nail be driven into the maaonry of a flue. 

Ko wood-work shall be placed at a distance less than 
one inch from a tin or other metal flue or pipe used or 
intended to be used to convey heated air or steam, unless 
such flue or pipe is cased with metal, leaving a free circu- 
lation of air all round it. 

No smoke-pipe in a wooden or frame building shall 
enter a flue unless such pipe is at least twelve inches from 
both the floors and ceilings ; and in all cases where smoke- 
pipes pass through stud or wooden partitions ot any kind, 
whether plastered or not, tliey shall be guarded either by 
a doable collar of metal, with at least four inches of air- 
■pace and holes for ventilation, or by a soapstone ring, 
not less than three inches in thickness and extending 
through the partition. 

Sect. 10. All wooden buildings erected outside said Poitmdgini 
limits shall be built with posts, girts, and plates properly ^ 
mortised, tenoned, braced, and pinned in each story, and supp^t., p. isa. 
■npported by suitable studding, the studs to be not more 
than thir^-two inches apart, the posts and girts to be not 
less than four by eight inches, or equivalent thereto, 
except that the foregoing dimensions for posts and girts 
•hall not apply to buildings not exceeding four hundred 
feet in area, and less than flfl«eu feet la height 
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' Sect. 11. No wooden biUldlng noverected, orhereafter 

^' to be erected, outside the said limits, shall be aJtered, 

riused, roofed, entiirged, or otherwise built upon, in anj 

mannercontTBrj to the terms of the five preceding secdoiu. 

■ Sect. 12. No wooden building shall hereafter be erected 

outside the said limits withoutapermit being Srst obtained 

fVom the Inspector of Buildings ; and no alteration of or 

addition to any such building shall be made without such 

*■ permit. 

Skct. 18. Whoever violates anj of the provisions of 
n preceding sections, and neglects for twenty-foar 
hours after written notice fromthe Inspector of Buildings, 
served upon hitn personally or posted conspicuousl; upon 
the building erected or in progress of erection, alteration, 
or repair, in violation of said provisions, to alter said 
building in conformit/ with the provisions of this chapter, 
shall be liable to a penalty of not less than twen^ nor 
more than 6ttj dollars, and to a like penalty for every 
day's continuance of such violation. 
1=- Sect. li. Whoever intends to erect or to make altera- 
^,10 tions in the external walls of a building of any descrip- 
oi"- tion, a part of which is to be placed upon or within ten 
,. feet of a public street of the city, shall, fifteen days, at 
I. iM- least, before he proceeds to buili! or erect the same, or 
to lay the foundation thereof, or to make the said altera- 
tions, or to do any act for carrying into execution his 
intention to do such things, give to the Inspector of Build- 
ings notice in writing of his intention, with the dimensions 
of the stmcture proposed, the materials to be used, the 
number on the street or the precise location, and the 
name of the owner or owners of the land, in order that 
any encroachment or other injury or Inconvenience to the 
public streets which might otherwise happen may be 
thereby prevented ; and in default thereof the city shall he 
discharged from all damages, of any nature whatsoever, 
resulting from the failure to give notice as above pro- 
vided, particularly from all such damages or expenses as 
have-been enhanced or occasioned by reason of anything 
done previously to or without snch notice. 
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Sect. IS. The number of Assiatant Inspector! of Build- J^t'ST^B- 
ings proTided for in ieetion 6, in chapter two hundred and l^"'^""* 
eighty of the Statutes of the commonwealth of the year ^j,?i;|:^* 
alghteen hundred and •eventy-one ihall be twelve. ""■ 



NOTES. 

Sections 1-4, Inclusive, are ftntfaorized by St. 1SS2, c. 
SS2, I 1. 

The fifth section of this chapter is authorized by St. 
1S71, c. 2S0, § S (Appendix, p. )',.8ectiaDB 6-13, in- 
cliuive ; by St. 1872, c. S60, § 1, last paragraph (Ap- 
pendix, p. ). 

As to the validity of such ordinances as are contained 
in this chapter, see Satem v. Maynes, 123 Mass., 3T2. 

The principal act now in force, regulating the erection 
of buildings In the city of Boston is St. 1871, c. 280 (Ap- 
pendix, p. ). This Statute has been amended by St. 
1872, c. 260 ; St. 1872, c. 371 ; St. 1873, c. 298 ; St. 1878, 
C. 338 ; St. 1876, c. 69 ; St. 1876, c. 176 ; St. 1882, o. 101 i 
St, 1882, 0. 252 (Appendix, pp. ). See also St. 1872, 
c. 877 1 St. 1873, e. i (Appendix, pp. ). 

It was intimated by Chief Justice Gray, in Quinn e. 
Morse, 130 Mass., 817, 321, that the proTisions of the old 
ProT. St. 1692, c. 13, relatire to the building of party 
walls in Boston, had never been repealed, and were sUU 
in force. 

The provisions of the Public Statutes affecting the 
erection and inspection of buildings are lo be found in P. 
S. c. 101, and P. S. c. 101, §g 1-5. See also St. 1882, c. 
208 ; and St, 1882, c. 266. The following Statutes relate 
to and regulate the erection of stables: P. S. c. 102; 
$9 88, 89; St. 1810, c. 124; St. 1860, c. 109; St. 1869, c 
869; St. 1878, o. 192 (Appendix, pp. ). 
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[Orddiaiices in Bblatioh to Stbbbis, fasbbd Octo- 
ber 2, 1877.] 

Be it ordained 6y the Aldertam and Common Council of 
the Gity of Boston, in City Council assemhltd, ru fol- 

Sectioh 1. Every person wishing lo occupy or use 
any portion of any of the etreeti for the erection or repair 
of any building upon land abntting thereon, shall make 
application therefor to the Inspector of Buildings, who, 
inbject to the direction of the Board of Aldermen, shall 
hare power and authority to grant permits for the occupa- 
tion or use, for building parpoaes, of sncli part of any 
etreet, for such length of time, and nndcr such limitations 
and restrictions, as may be required by any ordinance, or 
by the public conrcnience; and all *uch permits maybe 
revoked by the Inspector of Buildings at any time when 
the holders of them fail to comply with any rule or regu- 
lation under which they are granted, or when, in the 
opinion of the Inspector of Buildings, the public good 
requires such revocation. And the part or portion s» 
allotted, if any, and no other part of said street, shall 
be nsed for laying- of all the materials for any such 
building or repuring, and for receiving the rubbish 
arising therefrom. And all the rabbish arising therefVom 
or thereby shall be carried away by the person or persons 
so building or repairing, at such convenient time as the 
Board of Aldermen or Inspector of Buildings may direct; 
and in case of neglect or refusal so to do, it shall be re- 
moved by the Superintendent of Streets, the Chief of 
Police, or the Deputy Chief of Police, at the expense of 
such person or persons. 

Sect. 2. In all cases the space so allotted shall be 
enclosed with a sufficient fence, which shall be continued 
during the whole time such occupatiou exists. And a 
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